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Milestones

What shaped 20257 And what are the
developments shaping the future of cancer
medicine in the WTZ Consortium? Prof Annalen
Bleckmann, Director of WTZ Munster, and

Prof Dirk Schadendorf, Director of WTZ Essen,
Join General Managers Prof Philipp Lenz and

Dr Stefan Palm in looRing back at the kRey
examples of progress achieved last year.

The beginning of our second funding period as an
Oncological Center of Excellence marks a new chapter
for WTZ. Building on the recommendations made by our
international Scientific Advisory Board, we are continuing
to develop our strategic cooperation — including
collaboration with initiatives such as NCT West.”

Prof Dirk Schadendorf

In the wake of the programme of structural reforms being
planned for hospitals, the central role played by university
cancer centers in providing top-rate cancer care is absolutely
clear. As an Oncological Center of Excellence we pool expertise,
research and care and, in doing so, we perform a vital function
as an anchor when worRing together with partner clinics in
the region. For this to continue in the long term, appropriate
funding is needed urgently.”

Prof Annalen Bleckmann

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025
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Through our involvement in the European EUnetCCC
nitiative, we are contributing our experience in the
WTZ Consortium to the process of building up a pan-Euro-
pean network of Comprehensive Cancer Centers. We have
established a high level of quality in cancer care here,
and the aim Is to make this available to other countries,
too, in the long term.”

Prof Philipp Lenz ﬁﬁ

The evolution of WTZ from a single-site center
Into a multi-site networkR I1s an experience which

At both our locations, patient involvement is an other institutions in Europe can benefit from. Our
ﬁﬁ integral part of modern cancer medicine. In 2025, partner center in Slovenia, established in 2025,

through the joint Patients Advisory Committee, represents a big step towards the harmonisation

patients played an active role in research projects of cancer care in Europe.”

or Initiatives such as OncoPartner.” Dr Stefan Palm

Prof Dirk Schadendorf

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025 4
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If applications involving artificial intelligence (Al) are to function
properly in oncology, one thing in particular i1s necessary:
high-quality, well-structured data. In 2025 we made substantial
progress in standardising our clinical data, making them
accessible and embedding them in a high-performance infra-
structure. This Is the only way to tap systematically into the
potential which data and Al offer for cancer medicine.”

Dr Stefan Palm

ﬁ’ﬁ’ As an acknowledged service provider in the genome seguencing

pilot project, we took a major step forward in precision oncology ﬁﬁ
In 2025. By means of a systematic molecular analysis of tumours,
we can tailor therapies more and more precisely to the needs With the establishment of a professorship
of individual patients. This is a decisive step on the way towards for Palliative Medicine in Essen in 2025 we
personalised cancer medicine. Through our participation in the gave an important impetus to research for
pilot project, we are making a Rey contribution to making genomics the good of seriously ill patients. Our joint
part of standard care.” research projects aim at innovative measures
Prof Annalen Bleckmann which have regard to the quality of life of

the patients entrusted to us.”

Prof Philipp Lenz

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025 5
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New strategies in the WTZ Consortium

provide optimum patient care and
strengthen cancer research

International assessment, structural consolidation and a translational orientation

—"—71 he WTZ Consortium is systematically
preparing itself for the future — with an
excellent assessment carried out by a

a top-class international Scientific Advisory
Board, with new faces on the board in Essen, and
with strategic initiatives such as access to the
NCT-wide OCT? study programme, as well as to the
genome sequencing pilot project. The aims are
threefold: to transfer innovative research faster to
clinical applications, to continue the harmonisation
of cross-locational structures and to provide patients
with even better access to personalised therapies.

Confirmation for WTZ after
international assessment

A major event last year was the meeting of the
Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) in November in
Essen. Eight internationally acknowledged experts
assessed the structures, the key performance
indicators and the strategic perspectives of the
WTZ Consortium. For Prof Jens Siveke, Medical

Director at WTZ Essen, the feedback was unmistakable:

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

The WTZ Consortium stands
for excellent oncology closely
linked to research and care.
With a clear strategic orienta-
tion, and with close cooperation
between Essen and Munster
and the region we cover, we
are creating structures for best
possible patient care which
are setting standards both
nationally and internationally.

Prof Alex W. Friedrich
Medical Director and Chairman of the Board of UKM

”
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“In comparison with the last wide-ranging assessment,
we see a clear step forward in our development. In

areas such as patient numbers and clinical studies we =
are on a par with leading European cancer centers.” 4
Aspects that were given a particularly positive 7
assessment were the smooth-running collaboration

between WTZ Essen and WTZ Minster, the trans- Prof Dirk Szha:e."dOVf

R Director and Chairman
parency of the key performance |n.d|cators and the of the Board of WTZ Essen
clearly defined and successful entity programmes.

We have set ourselves the aim
of getting innovations faster

The SAB identified the multimodal depth of patient to patients —th I’OUQh Strong

care as a particular strength. “At both our locations

we have at our disposal the entire spectrum of Prof Annalen Bleckmann networl?s, StUdy programmes
highly specialised diagnostics and therapies - Strong leadership Director of WTZ Miinster fOCUSing ola tanSthiOn, and
from ultra-modern imaging to complex surgical : :
and radio-oncological procedures. This is by no fora Strong network the Systematlc promOtlon Of
means a matter of course when we look at other personalised medicine.”
countries,” says Prof Annalen Bleckmann, Director The WTZ sets off into the next phase of its devel- our location,” says Prof Dirk Schadendorf, Director
of WTZ Munster. Specific focuses were also clearly opment with key decisions regarding personnel of WTZ Essen. An additional appointment to Prof Angelika Eggert
named: digital oncology, immuno-oncology and and strategy. At WTZ Essen, Prof Angelika Eggert, the Essen Board is the new Commercial Director, Medical Director and Chairwoman
. . : .. of the Board of UME
radioligand therapy are seen as strategic flagship an acknowledged oncology expert, returns to Dr Johannes Hutte.
areas. The SAB considers the WTZ's existing strong take up the position of Medical Director. She had
and highly supra-regional focus on rare tumours to already left her mark on the WTZ in earlier years Munster is characterised by continuity. The medical
be important and capable of further development, and, before moving to Essen, held a leading and commercial members of the Board were con-
and here it recommends a more systematic involve- position for many years at the Charité Hospital in firmed in their posts. “This stability enables us to
ment of international consortia. Berlin. “With her scientific expertise and her clear plan securely for the coming years, and it strengthens
oncological profile, Professor Eggert will play a the strategic further development of the network,”
decisive role in shaping the strategic orientation of says Bleckmann.

_—
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Prof Jens Siveke
Medical Director of WTZ Essen

Bridge to the NCT:
access to the OCT? programme

Of strategic importance iIs the opening up of

the National Center for Tumor Diseases (NCT) to
non-associated Comprehensive Cancer Centers (CCC).
From 2026, the Overarching Clinical Translational
Trial Program (OCT?) provides for non-NCT CCCs to
participate in NCT studies as recruiting centers.
“This Is a great opportunity for WTZ Munster,” says
Prof Georg Lenz, Scientific Director of WTZ Munster.
“Through Its participation in the programme, it offers
Comprehensive Cancer Centers which are not part
of the NCT the opportunity to work with others and
push forward with industry-independent questions
and thus open up access for patients to innovative
therapies.” Looking to the future, there are even
provisions for taking on a leadership role in studies -
If there is appropriate co-funding on the part of the
federal states or universities.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Genome sequencing pilot study:
precision medicine in the network

Participation in the national pilot study titled
“Genome Sequencing - Oncological Diseases” rep-
resents a milestone in personalised oncology. The
certified Center for Personalised Medicine at WTZ
Munster had already been selected in 2025 to take
part in the pilot study being funded by the German
statutory health insurance funds. After the successful
accreditation of its Pathology Department in 2025,
WTZ Essen is likewise involved in the pilot study
from 2026, contributing its expertise in the field of
oncological diseases. Beckmann describes the clinical
dimension thus: “By means of comprehensive mo-
lecular analyses we are increasingly able to adapt
therapies to individual genetic changes in a tumour.
For many patients, this opens up options which go
beyond standard therapies.” As Schadendorf adds,
“ItIs very gratifying that such far-reaching diagnostics
can now be offered to patients at both WTZ locations,
with the result that access to enhanced molecular
diagnostics can be further harmonised there.”

Dr Johannes Hiitte
Commercial Director on the
Board of UME

Summer retreat:
strategy in dialogue

The continuous development of strategies takes place
not only in committee meetings. This was shown

In 2025 by the first joint summer retreat held at
WTZ Munster. In addition to a scientific programme
with cross-locational content from all entity pro-
grammes, the focus was on informal discussions.
“We presented not only status reports but also key
Issues for the future — jointly, transparently and with
a view to synergies,” as Siveke emphasises. Bleckmann
adds: “The retreat and the summer party afterwards
strengthened the network at a personal level, too,
as well as promoting junior researchers. With two
strong locations such as we have, coming together
In this way plays a decisive role.”

Prof Georg Lenz
Scientific Director
of WTZ Munster

Discussions played a central role in the first summer retreat held by the
WTZ Consortium.
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Nuclear medicine in the WTZ Consortium

Joint research successes, new guidelines and therapies:
milestones in a dynamic year of innovation

— ssen and Munster joined forces to advance
nuclear medicine - from the internationally
acclaimed PROMISE study and the very latest
| —1 imaging processes to new therapeutic
approaches and ambitious new buildings. A glance
back at the year 2025 shows how rapidly research
and patient care are both growing.

]

What milestones at both locations can nuclear
medicine in the WTZ Consortium point to?

Prof Wolfgang Fendler, a consultant at the Clinic
for Nuclear Medicine at UME: Something that is
particularly worthy of mention here is certainly the

PROMISE initiative carried out by Essen and Munster:

for this study we evaluated the PSMA-PET scans of
over 15,000 patients, from more than 50 centers
worldwide, in order to be able to make even more
precise predictions regarding the course that prostate
cancer can take and then apply therapies more
individually. This project meant that we were not
only awarded funding from the German Research
Foundation but also received the German University
Medicine Prize for 2025.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Prof Kambiz Rahbar, General Manager and Senior

Physician at the Clinic for Nuclear Medicine at UKM:

Moreover, within 12 months the study was published
twice in “European Urology” and once in “Lancet
Oncology”. In addition to this, we were members
of the committee of experts working on a revised
version of the S3 Guideline on Prostate Carcinomas
published in 2025.

For years now, WTZ Essen and WTZ Munster have
been collaborating closely, both benefiting from
one another’s research results. What topics did
you push ahead with in particular in 2025?

Prof Wolfgang Fendler: Both locations are working
on new radioligands which embed themselves in
the connective tissue of tumours. Radiation makes
possible an effective therapy, as well as precise
diagnostics - so-called theranostics. This enables
us to show where tumour cells are located in the
body and, in particular, to treat tumours in this
connective tissue - so-called sarcomas. In 2025 we
became part of an EU HORIZON research consortium
which will be undertaking clinical tests on this new
therapy for the first time.

The close cooperation which
exists between Essen and
Munster enables us to make
progress which would not be
possible for one location to
make by itself.”

Prof Kambiz Rahbar
General Manager and Senior Physician
at the Clinic for Nuclear Medicine at UKM

Nuclear medicine is a Rey
driver of innovation in the
WTZ Consortium. It combines
high-precision imaging with
new therapeutic processes, thus
making possible individual and
effective cancer treatment.”

Prof Wolfgang Fendler
Consultant at the Clinic for Nuclear Medicine,
Translational and Oncological Research at UME

<+
>
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Prof Kambiz Rahbar: In Mlnster, radioligand therapy
to treat metastasised prostates is still creating a
stir. The therapy, which was approved in 2022, relies
on small molecules forming a bond with the surface
of prostate tumours and metastases. If we mark
them with radioactive Lutetium-177, they have the
effect of targeted internal radiation directly at the
tumour cell.

Prof Wolfgang Fendler: These therapies are excellent
examples of the rapid transfer of research results
to effective methods of treatment. One aim we
have in working together is to build a bridge between
experimental research and innovative therapies

by quickly transferring new methods learned in
radiopharmaceutical research to work carried out

In hospitals.

As an Oncological Center of Excellence, WTZ uses
the most up-to-date high-tech equipment - from
PET-CT and PET-MRI to SPECT-CT. Are there plans
to extend this?

Prof Kambiz Rahbar: A total-body PET scanner was
installed at Munster in 2025. This is able to create
three-dimensional images of almost the entire human
body simultaneously. This means fast scanning and
a marked reduction in exposure to radiation: instead
of, typically, 20 to 25 minutes, the patient is inside
the scanner for only a few minutes — with improved
Image quality. Also, a scan can be carried out while,
and after, the radiopharmaceutical is injected. As a
result, dynamic processes can be better recorded
and quantified. Moreover, the new cyclotron in the
Multiscale Imaging Centre (MIC) will be going into

The total-body PET scanner, which was installed at Munster in 2025, is able to create three-dimensional images of almost the entire
human body simultaneously.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

operation in 2026, producing new isotopes for the

PET. These, in connection with the total-body PET

scanner, will, in particular, enable later scans to be
carried after an injection.

Prof Wolfgang Fendler: At Essen University Hospital,
nuclear medicine and radiopharmacy will come
together in the future in a new Center for Nuclear
Medicine. The most up-to-date diagnostics and
high-quality inpatient care for cancer patients will be
brought together and expanded. The new building
Is due to open in 2026.

T T

A

The new building housing nuclear medicine at
University Medicine Essen will be opened in June 2026.

We are here for you!

Publishing details

Which highlight are you looking forward to in 2026?

Prof Kambiz Rahbar: In 2026 the annual meeting

of the German Nuclear Medicine Society will be taking
place at WTZ Munster. The motto will be “Preserving
Traditions = Shaping the Future”, with more than
2,000 participants shaping Europe’s largest national
platform for exchanges and discussions revolving
around nuclear medicine: an ideal setting for ex-
changing ideas, meeting other people and learning
together.

<
>
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NCT West: Speeding up translation,

facilitating innovation

In NCT West, WTZ Essen and CIO Cologne are pooling their complementary

strengths in top-level cancer research

— " — he National Center for Tumour Diseases
(NCT) is a long-term cooperation between
the German Cancer Research Center (DKFZ),
|| excellent partners in university medicine
and other outstanding research partners at a variety
of locations in Germany. The NCT's objective is the
rapid, systematic transfer of innovations in cancer
research in Germany to studies with the aim of
successfully diagnosing cancer, in line with the
latest research, and to treat it while preserving a
high quality of life. In this, patients are research
partners on an equal footing.

Building on the research structures already estab-
lished in the joint Cancer Research Center Cologne
Essen (CCCE), the West German Cancer Center (WTZ)
Essen and the Center for Integrated Oncology (CIO)
at University Hospital Cologne together form NCT
West - a high-performance clinical trial ecosystem
which systematically funds non-commercial studies
enables patients to have early access to new
methods of diagnosis and treatment. “NCT West is
an instrument not only for developing good ideas but

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

also for incorporating them reliably in applications
benefiting patients,” says Prof Martin Schuler,
spokesperson for the NTC West at Essen Campus
and Director of the Clinic for Internal Medicine
(Cancer Research) at UME. In particular when the
NCT was being built up, says Schuler, it was of
decisive importance to continue focusing on the
development of existing research strengths and,
at the same time, on the creation of new structures
for future studies.

ESPADURVA: NCT West's first
bridging study

One visible result of this approach is the ESPADURVA
study, headed by WTZ, which was the first NCT
bridging study that was able to complete recruiting
In 2025. Bridging studies serve to bridge the time
between the beginning of new NCT structures and
the approval for ideas for new studies. For this
purpose, studies are submitted which are currently

running or which have already been planned and
whose content clearly corresponds to the NCT's aims.

ESPADURVA is studying a highly complex, multi-
modal therapy concept for locally advanced lung
carcinomas. In the process, radiation, chemother-
apy, operation and modern immunotherapy inter-
act with a high degree of precision. “Our aim is to
continue to improve local tumour control and, at the
same time, reduce the risk of distant metastases,”
explains Prof Martin Stuschke, Director of the Clinic
for Radiation Therapy at UMW. The immunotherapy
functions as additional therapeutic support and

Is iIntended to increase the successes achieved so
far in any treatment.

With NCT West we are
creating an environment

In which innovative clinical
studies are not the exception
but the rule - for the direct
benefit of patients.”

Prof Martin Schuler
Director of the Clinic for Internal Medicine
(Cancer Research) at UME

Prof Martin Stuschke
Director of the Clinic
for Radiation Therapy at UME

<
>
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Prof Andreas Rink

Head of the Department of Minimally
Invasive Oncological Surgery at the
Clinic for General, Visceral, Vascular
and Transplant Surgery at UME

The study continues a long tradition of research at
WTZ Essen and is being carried out in close coopera-
tion with other experienced centers. As a result of
the involvement in NCT, it was possible to expand
the study network and successfully complete the
recruitment despite some pandemic-related delays.
“‘Ambitious concepts such as these can only be put
Into practice in specialised centers with well-func-
tioning interdisciplinary teams,” says Stuschke. The
results are currently in the process of being evaluated.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

LEONORA: A study with quality
of life as its central aim

While ESPADURVA represents a successful bridging
study, the LEONORA study exemplifies the new gen-
eration of studies which were initiated directly out
of the NCT. The focus here is on the quality of life
of patients with colorectal tumours after they have
undergone surgical therapy. In a randomised design,
the studies look at whether the targeted use of
pro- and prebiotics can improve the post-operative
quality of life. “From an oncological point of view,
we have made enormous progress, and this makes
it all the more important now to focus more strongly
on functional limitations and long-term pressures,”
explains Prof Andreas Rink, Head of the Department
of Minimally Invasive Oncological Surgery at the
Clinic for General, Visceral, Vascular and Transplant
Surgery at UME.

LEONORA has an interdisciplinary character and
iIncludes not only clinical parameters but also
translational questions such as those relating to
the development of microbiomes and to immune
status. For example, Rink has included in the study
patients with so-called LARS syndrome, which is the
malfunctioning of the bowel after the rectum has
been removed. “Especially here there are indications
that the microbiome might play an important role, and
we are now systematically testing this hypothesis,”
says Rink. The study was developed together with
patients, and it is a good example of how patient
involvement is practised at NCT.

Onco-Talk NRW: Discussing
excellent cancer work with
the public

In addition to funding innovative studies, NCT West
also sees itself as a platform for spreading know-
ledge and entering into a dialogue with the public.
Its series of top-class events, under the heading
“Onco-Talk NRW” (North Rhine-Westphalia), was
established in close cooperation with CIO Cologne
and the NRW Ministry of Education and Science.
The events are aimed specifically at attracting public
Interest in order to discuss the latest achievements
and approaches on an equal basis with those attend-
Ing. Taking the form of a discussion group directed
by a moderator, the talks focus on major topics in
modern oncology - science-based and at the same
time easy-to-understand - ranging from new methods
of treatment to Artificial Intelligence in the media
and questions of personalised cancer therapies.
“What is important for us,” Schuler explains, “is to
make the progress achieved in research and hospital
work transparent for members of the public and to
enter into a dialogue with them face to face. The
events are held several times a year, alternately in
Essen and Cologne. Attendance is free of charge,
and the events have proved highly popular.

(ONCT

NﬁTIGNALES CENTRUM NRW'’s Minister of Science Ina Brandes, Prof Martin Schluter
FUR TUMORERKRANKUNGEN (Deputy Director WTZ Essen) and Prof Michael Hallek (Director
WEST ClO Cologne) discuss progress in cancer research..
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Well-positioned

A selection of new appointments in the WTZ Consortiu

Prof Dominic Winter was awarded a Heisenberg
professorship by the German Research Foundation
with effect from 1 April 2025. Since then he has been
Professor of Oncological Proteo-Metabolomics at the
University of Duisburg-Essen. At University Hospi-
tal Essen he is researching into rare diseases and the
role played by lysosomes, the cell’'s “recycling centers”.
After studying biotechnology he was awarded his PhD
at the Harvard Medical School. Later he headed a
research group at the University of Bonn. Winter's
work combines state-of-the-art mass spectrometry
with molecular-biological methods, with the aim

of understanding how malfunctioning degradation
processes contribute to the development of cancer.
The aim is to identify new points of attack for
therapies and to gain a better understanding of rare
forms of cancer.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Prof Dana Branzei was awarded a Humboldt profes-
sorship by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
In 2025, which she took up on 1 April 2025 at the
University of Duisburg-Essen. The internationally
renowned molecular biologist is undertaking research
iInto how DNA repairs and chromosome structure
iInteract, thereby assuring the stability of the genetic
material. Previously, she worked in Italy for many
years as a researcher and a (tenured) group leader;
she is also a member of the European Molecular
Biology Organization. At the Research Center One
Health Ruhr, Branzei is studying in particular how
cells recognise and rectify DNA damage during the
replication of genetic material. The aim of her work
IS to gain a better understanding of the fundamental
mechanisms involved in the development of cancer
and to identify new approaches for treatments.

Junior Prof Selina Kathleen Jorch has, since

April 2025, been a (W1 tenure track) Junior Professor
of Pathophysiology and Plasticity of Inflammation,
Infection and Resolution at the Clinic for Anaes-
thesiology, Operative Intensive Medicine and Pain
Therapy at UKM. She studied for a bachelor’s degree
In Biology at the University of GieRen and took her
master’'s degree in Molecular Biomedicine at the
University of Munster, where she completed her
PhD in the Department of Immunology. After this,
she worked as a postdoc at the Snyder Institute
for Chronic Diseases at the University of Calgary

In Canada before subsequently heading a group

of junior researchers at the “ImmunoSensation2”
Cluster of Excellence at the University of Bonn.

In her work, Prof Jorch carries out research into
the dynamics of the immune system in cases of
Inflammation and infection. Using high-resolution
microscopic processes, her working group visualises

the behaviour of immune cells directly in the tissue.

The focus Is on monocytes, macrophages and neutro-
phil granulocytes during bacterial infections or auto-
Inflammatory diseases. Her work contributes to a
better understanding of fundamental mechanisms
In inflammatory reactions — processes which also
play a key role in tumour diseases.

<
>
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Prof Alpaslan Tasdogan is Professor of Tumour
Metabolism at the University of Duisburg-Essen and
undertakes research at WTZ Essen into the metabolic
mechanisms of melanomas. In 2025 he was awarded
the Fleur Hiege Memorial Prize, which Is presented
In recognition of outstanding scientific work in the
field of skin cancer research — in Tasdogan’s case
especially for his research into the role played by
mitochondrial DNA in the metastasis of melanomas,
which has opened up new approaches for possible
treatment. After research stays in the USA he came
back to Germany through a NRW returnee programme
and, in late 2021, he set up his own group of junior
researchers in Essen which was funded by an Emmy
Noether programme of the German Research Foun-
dation (DFG) and by an ERC Starting Grant. The aim
of his work is to gain a better understanding of
cancer cells and, from this, to derive new therapies
to tackle them.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Prof Mitra Tewes was appointed Professor of
Palliative Medicine at the University of Duisburg-
Essen from 1 April 2025, receiving a W3 (highest
level) professorship at the Faculty of Medicine.

This Is the first time that this professorship has
been instituted, and it not only strengthens the
structures of palliative medicine at WTZ but will also
expand palliative medicine as a central element in
patient care, teaching and research. Tewes has been
working in the field of palliative care for many years
now. She combines clinical expertise with a scientific
approach and is especially involved in the continued
development of patient-centred care models. In
her work she also focuses on digital innovations in
palliative medicine with the objective of further im-
proving ways of looking after patients. Her aim is to
make palliative care more visible - both nationally
and internationally — and to provide more input for
research and teaching.

Prof Esther Pogatzki-Zahn has, since February 2025,
been Professor (level W3) of Pain Research at the
Clinic for Anaesthesiology, Operative Intensive
Medicine and Pain Therapy at UKM, where she works
as a pain specialist and also heads the “Translational
Pain Research” working group. After studying
medicine and completing her specialist training in
anaesthesiology, she has been working at UKM
for many years now, undertaking both research
and clinical activities and playing a decisive role in
developing pain research in Munster.

Her research deals with peripheral and central
mechanisms in pain development and with the
chronification of pain. There is a focus in particular
on post-operative, tumour-related and neuropathic
pain, as well as on gender-specific aspects of pain
medicine. In her work she combines experimental and
clinical methods in order to carry out translational
studies of the mechanisms of how pain arises. The
alm is to detect risk factors at an early stage and to
develop new strategies for prevention and therapy -
also in order to improve care for patients who suffer
pain arising from tumours or after operations to
treat their cancer.
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Monthly highlights

January

The WTZ Patients Advisory
Committee and the Project
Team meet once every two
weeks or so, spread over
the year, to prepare the
OncoPartner programme.

January

Prof Uta Dirksen, Vice-
Director of WTZ Essen,
Is the new President

of the European Society
for Paediatric Oncology
(SIOP Europe)

21.3.

3rd Westphalian Cancer Day:
Under the motto “Creating
Perspectives’, the WTZ
Consortium invites allcomers to
Patients’ Day in Munster, funded
by German Cancer Aid

.0, OncoPartne
B

Jegleitung auf Augenhohe Click here for article:
“Support on equal terms”

January February

11. 20.1. March

The WTZ Consortium'’s INSPIRE app, 7th Ruhr Cancer Day: Patients’ Day at The Federal Ministry of Education
funded by German Cancer Aid, the WTZ Consortium in Essen - the and Research supports Al project
provides support for cancer event is once again supported by DECIPHER-M, In which the Institute for
patients after their therapy in German Cancer Aid Artificial Intelligence in Medicine in Essen

alleviating the mental and physical
after-effects

ZNSPIRE

fkifls and Spardd Inférventicn

Is involved. The aim of the project is
to analyse the spread of tumours and
to optimise cancer treatment.

4.2. March

UKM OnlineTalk on World A trio of researchers from Munster decode
Cancer Day: Fighting cancer the strategies of lymphatic cancer cells
with CAR T cells and receive the Junior Researchers

Prize from the German Childhood Cancer
Foundation and the Society for Paediatric
Oncology and Haematology (GPOH)
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https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1761
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1761
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1761
https://www.medizin.uni-muenster.de/fakultaet/news/forschungstrio-aus-muenster-entschluesselt-die-strategien-lymphatischer-krebszellen.html
https://www.medizin.uni-muenster.de/fakultaet/news/forschungstrio-aus-muenster-entschluesselt-die-strategien-lymphatischer-krebszellen.html
https://wtz-essen.de/aktuelles/krebstag-ruhr-2025/
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1780
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1740
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1740
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1740
https://www.ukm.de/zentren/wtz/krebstag-westfalen
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/ukm-onlinetalk-am-welt-krebstag-krebs-mit-car-t-zellen-bekaempfen
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/ukm-onlinetalk-am-welt-krebstag-krebs-mit-car-t-zellen-bekaempfen
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/ukm-onlinetalk-am-welt-krebstag-krebs-mit-car-t-zellen-bekaempfen
https://www.ukm.de/zentren/wtz/fuer-patientinnen/oncopartner-begleitung-auf-augenhoehe
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1780
https://www.ukm.de/zentren/wtz/fuer-patientinnen/oncopartner-begleitung-auf-augenhoehe
https://inspire.psm-essen.de
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June

Distinction for Prof Walter
8.4. Stummer, Director of the
University Medicine May Clinic for Neurosurgery at
Essen (UME) is again April Essen cardiology researchers UKM, who becomes the new
named by the EU as a Cooperation Breast involved in drawing up new President of the German
Reference Center for Cancer Center UKM - S3 Guideline for “Supportive Academy for Neurosurgery
rare types of cancer. Clemens Hospital Therapy for Cancer Patients” (DANC)

10.4.

Palliative medicine
celebrates ten years at
UKM. A reading from the
book project “Danke”
(“Thank You”) opens the
series of events

13.6.

WTZ benefit concert - the “Light of Life” — with a
baroque ensemble and French organ music at
St. Lambert’'s Church in Munster: an evening of fine
music in support of palliative medicine at UKM

21.6.

Cancer and its treatments are the focus
of the roadshow on the market square in
Warendorf commemorating “100 Years
of University Medicine in Munster”

23.5.

4th patients’ event in the
“Onco Compass” series at
WTZ Essen; the motto is
“Living with Polyneuropathy”

WTZ-JAHRESBERICHT 2025 17



https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/lebenslicht-musik-fuer-mehr-lebensqualitaet-benefizkonzert-zugunsten-der-palliativmedizin-am-ukm
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/krebs-und-seine-therapien-im-mittelpunkt-der-roadshow-auf-dem-warendorfer-marktplatz-zu-100-jahre-universitaetsmedizin-muenster
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/krebs-und-seine-therapien-im-mittelpunkt-der-roadshow-auf-dem-warendorfer-marktplatz-zu-100-jahre-universitaetsmedizin-muenster
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/palliativmedizin-am-ukm-feiert-10-jaehriges-lesung-aus-buchprojekt-danke-eroeffnet-veranstaltungsreihe
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/palliativmedizin-am-ukm-feiert-10-jaehriges-lesung-aus-buchprojekt-danke-eroeffnet-veranstaltungsreihe
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/palliativmedizin-am-ukm-feiert-10-jaehriges-lesung-aus-buchprojekt-danke-eroeffnet-veranstaltungsreihe
https://wtz-essen.de/aktuelles/onko-kompass-2025-leben-mit-polyneuropathie-nachbericht/
https://wtz-essen.de/aktuelles/onko-kompass-2025-leben-mit-polyneuropathie-nachbericht/
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1783
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1783
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/groesse-durch-tradition-prof-walter-stummer-ist-praesident-der-deutschen-akademie-fuer-neurochirurgie
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/groesse-durch-tradition-prof-walter-stummer-ist-praesident-der-deutschen-akademie-fuer-neurochirurgie
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/groesse-durch-tradition-prof-walter-stummer-ist-praesident-der-deutschen-akademie-fuer-neurochirurgie
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/groesse-durch-tradition-prof-walter-stummer-ist-praesident-der-deutschen-akademie-fuer-neurochirurgie
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/gemeinsam-gegen-brustkrebs-ukm-und-clemenshospital-buendeln-kraefte-fuer-optimale-versorgung
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/gemeinsam-gegen-brustkrebs-ukm-und-clemenshospital-buendeln-kraefte-fuer-optimale-versorgung
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/gemeinsam-gegen-brustkrebs-ukm-und-clemenshospital-buendeln-kraefte-fuer-optimale-versorgung
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1779
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1779
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28-29.8.

Successful conclusion of the comprehensive
assessment at WTZ Essen by OnkoZert

on behalf of the German Hospital Federation

4.9. 11.9.
24.6. First joint summer retreat of the Running for a
2nd Essen Onco-Talk NRW on the topic WTZ Consortium is held in Munster good cause:

“From Patient to Professional: Can patients
really advance cancer research?” with NRW
Science Minister Ina Brandes

Click here for article “New strategies
in the WTZ Consortium”

FiFunRun supports
“OncoCARE Plus”
at WTZ Munster

September

6.9.

4th benefit regatta “Rowing to 12.9

fight cancer” in Essen has a WTZ Munster takes part
23.8 record number of participants - in the “Long Night of
20th Sarcoma Tour almost 80 teams - taking part University Medicine 2025"
by WTZ Essen to In support of sport and exercise
support research into therapies at WTZ Essen

sarcomas — with a
record amount of

donations totalling
281,436 euros
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https://wtz-essen.de/onko-talk-nrw/
https://wtz-essen.de/aktuelles/onkozert-audit-2025-am-wtz-essen/
https://wtz-essen.de/aktuelles/onkozert-audit-2025-am-wtz-essen/
https://www.sarkomtour.de/sarkomtour/sarkomtour-2025/
https://wtz-essen.de/aktuelles/rudern-gegen-krebs-2025-in-essen-noch-mehr-teams-starke-beteiligung-des-wtz-essen/
https://wtz-essen.de/aktuelles/rudern-gegen-krebs-2025-in-essen-noch-mehr-teams-starke-beteiligung-des-wtz-essen/
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/dieser-campus-lebt-zweite-lange-nacht-der-universitaetsmedizin-muenster-lockt-14000-besucher-an
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/dieser-campus-lebt-zweite-lange-nacht-der-universitaetsmedizin-muenster-lockt-14000-besucher-an
https://www.facebook.com/UKMuenster/posts/laufen-f%C3%BCr-den-guten-zweck-ein-team-des-wtz-westdeutschen-tumorzentrums-m%C3%BCnster-/1097522915847400/
https://www.facebook.com/UKMuenster/posts/laufen-f%C3%BCr-den-guten-zweck-ein-team-des-wtz-westdeutschen-tumorzentrums-m%C3%BCnster-/1097522915847400/
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1.10.
Preview of the documentary
film “Pink Power” iin Munster’s 26.10.
SchloBtheater dealing with life PROMISE study undertaken
with, and after, breast cancer by the WTZ Consortium on the
evaluation of PET images
In cases of prostate cancer December
19.9. s receives the German New Heisenberg
6th Essen Oncological Care University Medicine Prize | | professorship, funded
Symposium, with Munster for 2025. 13.11. by the German Research
also taking part, on “Innovative NRW MPs Wibke Bruns and Mehrdad Foundation, for cancer
Care for Cancer Patients: Click here for article Mostofizadeh learn about data technology researcher Dr Silvia
Forward-Looking Concepts and “Nuclear medicine in In cancer medicine at WTZ Essen and at the Vega-Rubin-de-Celis
Best-Practice Solutions” the WTZ Consortium” Institute for Artificial Intelligence in Medicine

September December

November

1.10. 29.10. 17.11. 2711.

The Federal Joint Committee of 7th Munster Scientific Advisory Board: Research and cures - a discussion
German Public Health Agencies autumn symposium eight internationally acknowledged titled “From benign prostate
(G-BA) funds the BEPPO research experts assess structures, key Illnesses to prostate cancer:

project on exercise therapy for a
better quality of life for children
30.9. and adolescents with cancer
Accolade: Prof Hans Th. Eich,

Director of the Clinic for Radiation L

Therapy and Radiation Oncology =

at UM, Is appointed as a Fellow EDE PP.O y

at the 67th ASTRO annual congress ' .

In San Francisco.

performance indicators and strategic everything a man should know”
perspectives of the WTZ Consortium

Click here for article “New strategies
in the WTZ Consortium”

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025



https://wtz.nrw/veranstaltungen/6-essener-onkologisches-pflegesymposium/
https://wtz.nrw/veranstaltungen/6-essener-onkologisches-pflegesymposium/
https://www.facebook.com/UKMuenster/posts/-gestern-vorpremiere-von-pink-power-im-schlo%C3%9Ftheater-m%C3%BCnster-der-dokumentarfilm-/1114360217497003/
https://www.facebook.com/UKMuenster/posts/-gestern-vorpremiere-von-pink-power-im-schlo%C3%9Ftheater-m%C3%BCnster-der-dokumentarfilm-/1114360217497003/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pq4MaI3CPr8
https://wtz-essen.de/aktuelles/mdl-informierten-sich-zu-datenwissenschaften-in-der-krebsmedizin/
https://wtz-essen.de/aktuelles/mdl-informierten-sich-zu-datenwissenschaften-in-der-krebsmedizin/
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1866
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1866
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/prof-hans-theodor-eich-ist-fellow-der-american-society-for-radiation-oncology-astro
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/prof-hans-theodor-eich-ist-fellow-der-american-society-for-radiation-oncology-astro
https://www.ukm.de/aktuelles/prof-hans-theodor-eich-ist-fellow-der-american-society-for-radiation-oncology-astro
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1824
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1824
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1824
https://www.uni-due.de/med/meldung.php?id=1824
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Evolving patient

care together

WorRing together across locations strengthens the
quality, continuity and visibility of oncological care

ursing care is an integral part of onco-
logical care at WTZ. With the aim of further
developing this role across our locations,
the “Oncological Care at WTZ” working
group was set up back in 2023, combining the ex-
pertise which Essen and Munster have in nursing
care and nursing science — with clear objectives:
to make use of synergies and continuously im-
prove care for cancer patients.

The starting point for the working group was the
realisation that at both locations people were working
on comparable topics - but often parallel to one
another. “We noticed that we could work together
on very similar topics, pooling our competences and
harnessing synergies,” says Bernadette Hosters, Head
of the Care Development and Research Department
at UME, in describing the motivation behind setting
up the working group. Just as in the case of the
medical working groups, nursing care at WTZ was
to be given its own living structure.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Bernadette Hosters
Head of the Care Development
and Research Department at UME

Nowadays the working group meets once every
three months — alternately online and face to face.
This format not only enables a detailed exchange
of ideas to take place but also facilitates joint
cooperation on content. In the view of the Nursing
Directorates, this structure is a key factor in the
success that has been achieved: “Nursing is a fun-
damental component in treating cancer patients
and, as such, it has to be designed to be visible and
effective,” says Thomas van den Hooven, Director
of Nursing and Board Member at UKM. In this way,
a platform was created which systematically brings
together perspectives from nursing science, man-
agement experience and everyday nursing work.

Modern nursing care models,
academic qualifications and

a structured exchange of
ideas between the locations
all combine to make nursing
a strong element within WTZ -
as well as maRing it attractive
for new team members.”

Thomas van den Hooven
Director of Nursing and Board Member at UKM

<
>
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Cooperation with
a concrete benefit

One example of this cooperation is the joint Journal
Club, in which nursing specialists from Essen and
MUnster discuss articles from current journals on
relevant oncological topics — from poor nutrition to
chemotherapy-induced neuropathy. “Both the num-
ber of participants and the feedback show us that
we're on the right path here,” says Rigo Fangemann,
Advanced Practice Nurse at UKM. The focus is al-
ways on the extent to which scientific findings can
be transferred to practical work. “After all,” says
Timo Gottlieb, Advanced Practice Nurse at UME,
“the aim of the Journal Club is not to remain at the
theoretical level but to present specific measures
that can be applied in practice. This can also be
seen in the joint development of nursing guide-
lines: currently, a cross-locational guideline on oral
mucositis is being drafted, the aim of which is to

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Nursing Is an integral part of cancer
care. With expanded nursing roles, we
have responsibility in a multiprofessional
team, thereby creating real additional
benefit for our patients.”

Andrea Schmidt-Rumposch
Director of Nursing
and Board Member at UME

Publications Network
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Rigo Fangemann
Advanced Practice Nurse
at UKM
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Close cooperation in the WTZ Consortium: cancer nursing specialists exchanged ideas at the 2025 Essen Nursing Symposium
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Timo Gottlieb
Advanced Practice
Nurse at UME

harmonise information — especially considering
that some patients are treated at both locations.
Nowadays, it is a matter of course that representa-
tives from each location contribute to the nursing
symposia held by the other one. “The group has
created an opportunity for people from a variety of
levels to have discussions with one another,” ex-
plains Anna-Lena Reuter, Nursing Services Manager
at UKM. For Andrea Schmidt-Rumposch, Director

of Nursing and Board Member at UME, the decisive
factor is, especially, the interdisciplinary communi-
cation between equals: “Nursing and medical care
are complementary,” she says. “Each profession
contributes its own specific expertise.”
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Nursing offers -
digital and structured

A further focus in this cooperation is on the con-
tinuing development of patient-friendly offers which
enable both inpatients and outpatients to be looked
after well. At both locations, advanced practice
nurses, nursing experts and oncological nursing
specialists have set out to design cross-sector patient
care. Advanced practice nurses are experienced
nursing specialists with distinct clinical expertise who
have completed at least one master’'s degree course.
At WTZ Essen, for example, online consultation hours
were set up in 2025, offering both adult and paediatric
cancer patients low-threshold advice outside any
stays as inpatients. In MUnster, a comparable ap-
proach was taken in the form of continuous support
by advanced practice nurses for defined patient
groups. “The low-threshold accessibility is a great
help in avoiding unnecessary hospital visits and
giving patients reassurance,” says Fangemann.

|

The OncoCARE Plus team at WTZ Munster specialises in providing nursing advice with regard to cancer patients.

.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

/

Anna-Lena Reuter
Nursing Services Manager
at UKM

Besides the offers for outpatients, specialist exper-
tise Is available for inpatients across departments
at both locations: in Essen through the counsel-
ling services provided by oncology nurses, and in
Munster through OncoCARE Plus, a standardised
nursing advisory service, in a specialised team, for
cancer patients. The offers can be requested by
nursing specialists, by case managers or by medical
staff. At both locations there are oncology working
groups to further develop nursing care for cancer
patients. “Besides getting nursing staff networked,
the working group also aims at continuing to joint-
ly develop oncological topics and ensuring that the
latest results are transferred into practice,” Gottlieb
explains. WTZ Essen and WTZ Munster both have
the aim of integrating nursing expertise all along
the course of treatment while avoiding the occur-
rence of any gaps in care between the inpatient
and outpatient phases.
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Support on equal terms

From 2026, at the instigation of the WTZ Patients Advisory Committee, cancer patients and those
close to them will be receiving support from specially trained OncoPartners at both locations.

hen cancer is diagnosed, it triggers

uncertainty and fear - not only in

those directly affected but also in

close family and relatives. For this
reason, from April 2026 WTZ will be training former
patients, family members and anyone else inter-
ested to become so-called OncoPartners. They will
be providing support to cancer patients in hospitals
by contributing their special know-how and their
individual experience.

OncoPartners provide some-
thing which unfortunately
often gets lost in everyday
hospital work: reliable support
on an equal footing, combining
specialist Rnow-how with
personal experience.”

“If someone is diagnosed with cancer, their world is
turned completely upside down,” says Kristina Hardt,
OncoPartner project manager in Essen, and she
speaks from her own experience. “In such cases, it is
good to know that there is a professionally trained
person at your side who can support you through
this difficult time on the basis of their own personal
experience.” For this reason, and at the instigation
of the Patients Advisory Committee, training will be
given in future at both Essen and Munster to anyone
who is interested, and they can then function as

Kristina Hardt
OncoPartner project management

a bridge between medical staff and patients. “They
accompany patients to consultations with doctors,
provide information on the counselling and support
on offer at WTZ, and give emotional and practical
support in everyday life,” explains Julia Beusing-
Markmann from the WTZ Munster project team.
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Training and supervision

Anyone interested in becoming an OncoPartner
takes part in nine training units, each lasting three
hours, to prepare them for their task. “We use the
resources available and, in selecting the trainers,
we recruit staff from the University Hospitals,” says
Vanessa Schucker from the WTZ Munster project
team. “These are specialists who are active for
example in medical and nursing care or in pastoral
care and social work,” she explains. They not only
inform the future OncoPartners about the various
offers of counselling and support at WTZ but also
teach basic oncological knowledge and provide
details of topics such as managing side effects,
palliative medicine, sport and nutrition for cancer
patients. “In addition to this specialist knowledge
there is a training module on the subject of com-
munication,” adds Julia Beusing-Markmann, “which
deals with handling difficult conversations as well
as not going beyond the partner’'s own personal
boundaries.” This ensures that the OncoPartners
do not overburden themselves and do not trans-
fer their own personal experiences to the person
they're talking to. “Mindfulness and self-care are
very important to us, and we also offer professional
supervision and regular informal meetings at which
OncoPartners can exchange views and ideas with
one another,” says Catharina Spohr from the project
team at WTZ Essen. In critical cases, pastoral care
Is also available at both locations.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025
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Julia Beusing-Markmann
Coordination of Patient Involvement /
Self-Help, OncoPartner Pproject

From patients for patients

At the core of the OncoPartners project is the Patients
Advisory Committee at WTZ. “Again and again, we
hear that patients are often not aware of the many
fantastic offers of support which we have at our
locations,” says Kristina Hardt. So the aim was to
create an additional point of contact bringing to-
gether the various players involved and providing
support if there Is a need to overcome inhibitions -
for example when making contact with self-help
groups or with palliative medicine specialists.
“Together with the Patients Advisory Committee, the

Excellence in figures

Publications Network

Catharina Spohr
OncoPartner Project,
Patient Involvement & Self-Help

project team then set up a working group which
meets every two weeks to draw up the curriculum,
recruit trainers and check contents to make sure they
are written in a language that is easy for patients to
understand,” says Julia Beusing-Markmann, describing
how the project got going. The OncoPartners them-
selves decide how often they are on call, how much
work they take on, and what personal resources

they want to bring to the project. “At the moment

Directorates
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Vanessa Schiicker
Patient Involvement, Coordination of
OncoCARE Plus, OncoPartner Project
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-0, OncoPartner

we aren’t able to assess how many patients at

the WTZ locations will take up the offer to have

an OncoPartner,” says Hardt. For this reason, the
project will have a scientific underpinning and will
be properly evaluated. “We hope this evaluation
will provide us with further suggestions and ideas
which will enable us to not only continue developing
the project in the interests of our patients but also
to implement it at all hospitals.”
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Palliative medicine in
the WTZ Consortium

Optimum care and quality of life, for both inpatients and outpatients:
this is the aim for the treatment of people who are incurably ill.

@@ didn't actually want to go there, but it
was the best thing that could have
happened to me” - this is typically what
patients say who have had their first
contact with palliative medicine. Many people still
associate it with the thought of pure end-of-life
care, but palliative medicine has evolved into
early and continuing support for patients with
life-threatening illnesses.

“Thanks to constant improvements in treatment,
people with cancer are living longer and longer,”
says Prof Philipp Lenz, Medical Director of Palliative
Medicine at UKM. “For this reason, it is becoming
Increasingly important to focus on patients’ quality
of life — as well as that of their families.” The aim
which palliative medicine has is to support people
who are incurably ill at an advanced stage - in the
palliative care wards at both WTZ locations, as well

as in Specialised Outpatients Palliative Care (SAPV).

“Our efforts are concentrated on enabling people
with the illness to lead a life which is as fulfilled,
self-determined and as free from suffering as
possible,” explains Prof Mitra Tewes, Director of

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Palliative Medicine at UME. Tewes’ appointment and,
connected with this, the new establishment of a Chair
of Palliative Medicine, is a milestone in palliative
medical care and teaching, significantly raising its
visibility both nationally and internationally.

Specialised Outpatients
Palliative Care (SAPV)

SAPV was set up in Essen in September 2024 on the
basis of many years' experience in palliative care
for outpatients. A multiprofessional team provides
care and support for critically ill patients and their
families in their home environment. “The support
provided ranges from pain therapy and organising
aids to drawing up living wills,” Tewes explains. In
Munster, the structures are slightly different: “There
already exists a well-functioning palliative medicine
network for outpatients and we work together with
It,” says Lenz. In this network general practitioners,
consultants, nursing staff and pastoral care workers
all work together. “The focus is not on extending life

The Lancet Oncology Commission
has identified a growing imbalance
between technological innovation
and the human dimensions of cancer
care. Palliative medicine makes a
decisive contribution to bridging
this gap.”

Prof Philipp Lenz
Medical Director of Palliative Medicine at UKM

The WHO definition of palliative
medicine does not even contain
the words ‘dying’ or ‘death’.
Palliative medicine deals with
the quality of life of people who
are incurably ill.”

Prof Mitra Tewes
Director of Palliative Medicine
at UME

26



Contents Milestones New strategies

Excellent Personal Innovative

Excellence in figures

Publications Network

Directorates

We are here for you! Publishing details

v 4

or curing the illness, but rather on treating stressful
symptoms and improving the quality of life,” Lenz
explains. “The focus is always on patients’ needs.”
UKM has already been active in this field for a
good ten years and, in 2025, the 10th anniversary
of palliative medicine there was celebrated with a
reading, a keynote lecture and a benefit concert.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Telemedicine in SAPV

With the aim of further expanding outpatient care,
WTZ Essen and WTZ Munster have been collabor-
ating since May 2025 in the funded project titled
IMPULS-NRW. At the heart of this project is soft-
ware which is already being used by most SAPV
teams in North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) today. “Our
approach,” says Lenz, “is to integrate patients in this
software by means of an app so that, for example,
they can upload their vital parameters via a smart-
watch, request a home visit, or have an online con-

sultation. In this way, it might be possible in future
to identify people who would require action before
any massive complaints occur.” The app Is already
available in all app stores, and it is designed to
ensure a greater level of care assurance, particularly
In rural areas.

Another app for cancer patients is currently being
tested at WTZ Essen. In the funded project FAITH, an

app iIs being developed which is designed to enable
Individually agreed interventions to be made in the
case of cancer-induced fatigue. “Depending on the
Illness and the treatment, fatigue occurs in some-
where between 30 and 85 percent of patients,” says
Tewes. The app records patients’ statements on how
they are feeling, as well as real-time vital parameters
via a smartwatch, then it evaluates this information by
means of Al and delivers personalised therapeutic
Interventions relating to behaviour and exercise.

In this way, the WTZ Consortium combines modern
medicine, digital innovation and human attention
Into a holistic approach to palliative care - for a
better quality of life in every phase of the illness.

Funded by the State of
North Rhine-Westphalia

/o

(oA

FAITH+
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Advancing cancer treatment
with in-house cell therapies

CAR T-cell Therapy provides medicine with a new immunotherapy

for patients with cancer.

AR T cells are seen as being one of the
most innovative developments in modern
cancer medicine. They combine two key
functions of the immune system in one
tailor-made cell therapy — and this is opening up new
options for treatment for patients with cancer or
autoimmune diseases in cases where conventional
forms of treatment have been exhausted. Today,
WTZ is able to itself produce these highly complex
cell therapy products at both its locations: in
Munster with an academic science-based tradition,
going back many years now, of developing CAR T
cells; and in Essen with a licence granted in late
2024 which enables therapies to be carried out
within the framework of individual curative trials.

CAR T cells (chimeric antigen receptor T cells) are
genetically modified T cells in a person’s own body
which can systematically recognise — and destroy -
cancer cells. For this purpose, they are equipped with
a certain receptor which enables them to recognise
specific proteins on the surface of cancer cells.

“To a certain extent CAR T cells are an immunological

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

mixture combining the best properties of two
Immune systems,” explains Prof Bastian von Tresckow,
Deputy Director of the Clinic for Haematology and
Stem Cell Transplants at UME. “They can enable
tumour cells to become visible for the immune
system and thus be successfully attacked,” adds Prof
Claudia Rossig, Director of the Clinic for Paediatric
Haematology and Oncology at UKM. Once they are
Injected, they circulate in the body and can have an
effect over a period of months, or even years.

Pioneering work by paediatric
oncology in Munster

Munster can look back on a long tradition of aca-
demic CAR T-cell research. Its origins lie in paediatric
oncology, where rare diseases and small numbers
of patients often stand in the way of commercial
developments. In the case of many of our patients,
there is simply no interest on the part of industry
in developing CAR T cells,” Rossig explains. “That is

Producing our own CAR T cells
opens up to us the opportunity
to treat patients for whom
there were no approved
options for treatment.”

Prof Bastian von Tresckow
Deputy Director of the Clinic for Haematology
and Stem Cell Transplants at UME

why we have been developing these therapies our-
selves for many years now — not only in our research
projects but also for clinical applications.”

The Institute of Transfusion Medicine in Munster has
two licences to produce its own CAR T-cell products;

It Is precisely in the case of
rare diseases that the academic
development of CAR T cells Is
indispensable: it i1s what drives
Innovation not only in oncology
but also far beyond that.”

Prof Claudia Rossig
Director of the Clinic for Paediatric Haematology
and Oncology at UKM

the products are used exclusively as part of clinical
studies. This includes a CAR T product developed
completely academically which is being tested in a
Phase | study — funded by the Federal Ministry of
Education and Research - involving children and
adults with solid tumours. “The fact that a product
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cesses and indications,” says von Tresckow. “Above all, several patients in individual curative trials when
it makes it possible to carry out treatments in cases no other therapy would have been available for
where there are no approved commercial products.” them. Dr Stefan Schonberger, a Senior Physician

In the Department of Paediatric Haematology and
Production is carried out in Essen in a semi-closed Oncology at UME, also emphasises the importance
system which allows a production process of around of this approach: “Point-of-care production is a key
12 days — much faster than external producers component in being able to implement innovative cell
can achieve. In 2025 it was already possible to treat therapies in a more flexible and patient-friendly way.”

Prof Matthias Stelljes
Head of the Bone Marrow
Transplant Department at UKM CAR T-cell

production

Dr Stefan Schonberger
Senior Physician in the Department of

we created ourselves progressed from preclinical Paediatric Haematology and Oncology

- . at UME
development to clinical application is an extra-
ordinary achievement,” says Prof Matthias Stelljes,
Head of the Bone Marrow Transplant Department
at UKM. “Such structures exist at only a very few .
locations.” PEI‘SpECtIVGS for

personalised medicine

With its own production, # | - |
os e WTZ's production of its own CAR T cells exemplifies
Essen has new opportunltles * its aim of transferring innovative therapies swiftly
# from research into clinical applications — across
CAR T cells are produced predominantly by specialist # locations and in a complementary way. With its
companies, and it is a process which entails complex Chemotherapy production licence, Essen is strengthening patient-

CAR T-cell infusion

logistics, long production times and strict regulatory friendly care in complex individual cases. “Both

stipulations. In November 2024, WTZ Essen was Lymphocyte approaches are necessary and complement each
) apheresis . " . .

granted a licence to produce the cells themselves and other ideally,” says von Tresckow in summing up.

has thus taken a decisive step forward. “Having our

own production gives us back control over time, pro- CAR T-cell production process
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Where researCh beginS: the Research is about treading

new paths. In these times of Al, human

new learning lab in MﬁnSter creativity is becoming ever more

, , , Important — and with the learning lab
Hands-on approach to research in an innovative we are creating the space for this.”

learning environment Prof Bernhard Marschall
Dean of Studies at the Medical Faculty at the University of Munster

fter an intensive planning phase,

the learning lab (aka skills lab) at the

Medical Faculty in Munster becomes

operational. Using an architectural design
which is fundamentally different from traditional
structures, this marks the beginning of a new era
in medical training.

The idea of the “learning hospital” is now quite
well known - but what exactly is a “learning lab”?
Prof Bernhard Marschall, Dean of Studies at the
Medical Faculty at the University of Munster:
Basically, with the learning lab we are systematically
transferring the successful concept of the learning
hospital — in other words, the structural learning of
clinical skills - to the acquisition of scientific know-
ledge. It's all about providing students at an early
stage with real access to research: not just working
diligently, as in existing models, but as a space for
students’ own ideas, creativity and originality. We
want to get away from the idea of a simple repro-
duction of knowledge and move towards developing
an understanding of how science evolves, how data
have to be interpreted, and how scientific findings

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

end up as guidelines and recommendations for treat-
ment. The learning lab was thus consciously designed
to be a place offering the freedom and the space
for research - mentally as much as physically.

Dr Sonke Scherzer, Head of the Learning Lab at the
Medical Faculty at the University of Munster: This
freedom has also been expressed in the architecture:
It begins with the agora - a large open area for
communication, 1,600 square metres in size, and
without any partitioning walls. It is quite consciously
meant to be a central meeting place in which
students from different semesters, disciplines and
perspectives come together. Besides this, there is
the actual laboratory area: in addition to a modern
room for traditional light microscopy there is also
the learning lab itself, which is designed for 70 to
80 students and divided up into ten work booths,
each dedicated to a different topic. Here we cover
the entire spectrum of modern medicine — from
traditional biophysical and molecular-biological

31



Contents Milestones New strategies

Excellent

Personal Innovative

Excellence in figures

Publications

Network Directorates

We are here for you!

Publishing details

methods to genome sequencing, bioinformatics and
big-data analyses. The booths are arranged in an
architecturally contorted way, with dead ends and
bottlenecks to reflect how science actually functions:
not in a straight line but by searching, groping,

and discussing.

And how do the students get to discuss with

one another? How is access to the agora and

to individual laboratories regulated?

Prof Bernhard Marschall: Access has been delib-
erately designed to be as low-threshold as possible.
The agora is conceived as an open space in which,
on the one hand, curricular teaching is carried out
and which, on the other, is in principle available for
students to use round the clock. In addition to
this there is something which is known in English-
speaking countries as a “students union™ an open
space in which students can meet, learn together,
have discussions, develop projects or simply hang

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

The idea behind the architecture of
the learning lab is to arouse curiosity,
to promote encounters and to show
that science I1s not a straightforward
process but, rather, evolves in dis-
cussions, in thinking anew and In
thinking ahead together.”

Dr Sonke Scherzer
Head of the Learning Lab at the Medical Faculty
at the University of Munster

out with one another. It is precisely these relaxed
discussions which are a key element of our concept -
not only because it is often here that the best ideas
emerge but also because it promotes the most im-
portant objective of medical studies: professional
Identity formation.

Dr Sonke Scherzer: Naturally, there are clear rules
for the use of the laboratory areas. Anyone who
wants to carry out experiments in one of the booths
must first undergo safety training and book them-
selves in for the booth in question. A central desk
Is planned which will stand in the middle of the lab.
Qualified staff will be permanently on hand who can
answer questions and provide support, and who
will look to see that work is carried out in line with
safety regulations and other rules. What is important
to us is that we can offer on the one hand a genuinely
free and open space and, on the other, a solid pro-
fessional working environment.
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What will the next step be if pioneering
findings are made in the learning lab?

- S — Dr Sonke Scherzer: If it turns out that a question is

; a valid one, that a model functions, or that an idea

3 " can evolve into a genuine research project, then the

—y— g — = — next step is clearly defined: the students move into

Talking of a professional environment, will

the learning lab remain an open space for
experimentation in the long term, or is curricular
teaching also due to be carried out here?

Prof Bernhard Marschall: In the pilot phase, we're
starting off with select groups, collecting experience
and further developing the concepts. Our aim in the
long run is to embed the learning lab in curricular
activities and to provide all students with an op-

the established research structures in the faculty,
Into the specialised labs, where they can pursue
their projects with the appropriate infrastructure,
depth and personal involvement - up to writing a
PhD or applying for third-party funding.

Prof Bernhard Marschall: The important thing here
Is that the idea is not to produce “finished products”
In the learning lab, but to set thought processes in

-
| iy

i | B
iy -

portunity to spend continuous periods of time there
In which they can take an intensive look at scientific
questions, without any examination stress. This is a
structural task, and one which will need time - but
It Is central to what we want to achieve.

Dr Sonke Scherzer: In order to provide students
with optimum preparation for real-life research,
applications will have to be written to carry out
projects, and whether budgets are awarded will be
decided in a peer-group process. And there will be
our own Internal journal, in which research findings
will be published. The peer group will also decide
on the journal's content.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025
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motion. If we manage to get students to move into
research with their own ideas and with an interest
In pursuing findings, then that will be a distinct
bonus. And even if an idea does not become a big
project, the learning effect is enormous. Students
have then experienced how science functions -
with all the diversions, doubts and corrections that
are involved. That leaves a lasting impression and
has an effect that goes way beyond the individual
project. At a time when many an influencer on
the Internet has a larger audience than science,
It is Important to give our own next generation of
scientists a deep understanding of the rules of
good scientific practice.
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Making knowledge available at the point of care

“WisPerMed” Is the name of a Research Training Group at WTZ Essen. The German acronym
stands for “Rnowledge- and data-based personalisation of medicine at the point of care”.

— normous quantities of data result from
digitalisation in medicine: guidelines,
studies, procedural documentation, ther-
| ——1 apies and diagnostics. However, there is
often a gap between the existence of data and its
usefulness in clinical work. It is precisely here that the
WisPerMed Research Training Group’s work kicks in.

— 1

With WisPerMed, our aim Is

to make extra Rnowledge
available to physicians and to
generate new knowledge from
data without placing restric-
tions on them in their decision-
making independence. This
presents a huge opportunity,
especially in cancer medicine.”

“Since 2021 the Training Group - funded by the German
Research Foundation — has been researching into
how medical decision-making processes can be
personalised, made more transparent and be made
directly useful in everyday work in clinics,” explains
Felix Nensa, Prof of Al in Radiology at the Institute
of Artificial Intelligence in Medicine at UME. What is
special about it is that the Research Training Group
belongs to the Computer Science Department, even
though it is located in the Faculty of Medicine.
“The focus is on making the knowledge contained
In the data available where it is needed - at the
point of care, in specific work being carried out on,
and for, patients” Prof Felix Nensa

Professor of Al in Radiology at the

Institute of Artificial Intelligence
Visualisation of FHIR data relating to cancer patients. The graphic depicts a complete set of patient data. The individual clusters In Medicine at UME
represent medical encounters, surrounded by the associated FHIR resources. The illustrations make clear the structural variance
in medical processes: while some data sets show a homogeneous distribution of many small encounters, others are characterised
by a few dominant main encounters.
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Interdisciplinary, data-driven,
patient-friendly

WisPerMed is deliberately interdisciplinary: computer
scientists, psychologists, mathematicians and phy-
sicians all work closely together. The objective is to
find a new way to combine methods from the fields
of information extraction, knowledge representation,
machine learning and user interaction — with the aim
of linking clinically relevant information and making
it available in an intelligent and, at the same time,
easy-to-understand way. Unlike traditional PhD pro-
grammes, the focus is not on individual research
questions but on providing structured, high-quality
training for junior researchers in a common research
framework. One of the topics Is, for example, the
Integration of artificial intelligence in medical
decision-making processes: here, data is linked
intelligently and then systematically evaluated in
such a way that recommendations for treatment
can be generated and predictions can be made
regarding resistances or side effects. Benefits also
Impact on efficiency and lower stress levels in
everyday hospital life: data-driven process analyses
reduce administrative hurdles, shorten waiting
times and release medical staff from repetitive
activities. “This means that there is more time for
what is important: working on, and with, patients,”
Nensa explains.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025
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The WisPerMed team at the Institute of Medical Informatics, Biometrics and Epidemiology (IMIBE). The photo shows the group at a team
meeting in 2024.
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Supporting junior
researchers, shaping the future

There are currently around a dozen doctoral students
at the WisPerMed Research Training Group. They
come not only from University Medicine Essen but
also from the Faculties of Computer Science at the
University of Duisburg-Essen and Dortmund Technical
University. “We are the very first Research Training
Group in which a University of Applied Sciences

Is involved,” says Nensa. The overriding topic is
melanomas, and specific topics are assigned in

a structured selection procedure. To prevent the
established structures and research projects from
petering out after the nine-year funding phase, some
thinking is already being done about the future.
“What we can well imagine is applying to turn

the Research Training Group into a Collaborative
Research Center,” Nensa explains.
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Combining research and hospital work

Specific funding programmes exist in Munster and Essen to support physicians
who would like to undertake research in addition to doing their hospital worR.

edical progress needs physicians who
have received the best possible training
in patient care as well as in research
and who are working in both areas.
This is why WTZ is promoting Clinician Scientist
programmes at both locations. Anyone interested
can apply with an idea for a project and, if they are
successful, they are given protected research time
during which others stand in for them in hospital.

Every important innovation in cancer
medicine begins with a clinical guestion.
Here at WTZ, our programmes ensure
that these questions do not get lost

In everyday work but are transferred
Into excellent research — with the aim

Outstanding cancer research
emerges when talent, time

For this, in Essen, there is the University Medicine
Essen Clinician Scientist Academy (UMEA) - funded
by the German Research Foundation (DFG) and

the Federal Ministry of Research, Technology and
Space (BMFTR); in Miinster there is the Clinician
Scientist Programme titled “CareerS”, likewise

of making measurable improvements

In diagnostics and treatment for

our patients.”

and structural support come
together. At WTZ, we create

specific framework conditions
In which young physicians can

Prof Annalen Bleckmann : : : X :
funded by the DFG. Some of the talents receiving Director of WTZ Minster. Until February 2026: Vice-Dean of Research and deplOy their SCIentlﬁC CU”OSIty
funding are presented here. Junior Researchers and Dean’s Representative at the Medical Faculty of an d de\/elOp Sustaln able

the University of Munster

career paths in translational

144
oncology.
Prof Anke Hinney
Vice-Dean for Academic Career Development and
Diversity at the Medical Faculty of the University of
Duisburg-Essen.
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| don’t want to just treat
cancer all the time — | want
to continue to advance
prevention, too.”

Dr Anne Zaremba
Specialist for Dermatology and Venereology and
Senior Physician at the Dermatology Clinic at UME

ADVAMCED CLINICIAN SCIENTIST PROGRAMM

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Personal Innovative

Dr Anne Zaremba is a specialist for dermatology
and venereology and is a senior physician at the
Dermatology Clinic at UME. Since April 2025 she
has been receiving financial support for six years
as part of the Advanced Clinician Scientist pro-
gramme, enabling her also to build up her own
working group. The focus of her clinical and her
research work is on diagnostics and the treatment
of skin cancer in the family.

What fascinates you about research?

After passing my Abitur exams | initially decided
against studying medicine and opted for molecular
biomedicine instead. | got a bachelor’s degree in the
subject and undertook basic research in immunol-
ogy - very traditional, sitting at a desk in the lab. |
thoroughly enjoyed the work but, at the same time,
what was missing for me was contact with people
as well as any immediate practical application of my
knowledge. For this reason, | then studied medicine
after all — but immunology never quite let go of me.
And, as tumour immunology is closely linked to der-
matology in Essen, | wrote my medical dissertation
there and stayed there in the end.

Excellence in figures

Publications Network Directorates

What are you currently researching into?

I'm studying the genetic predisposition for skin cancer,
especially melanomas, which occurs frequently in
families. The Center for Skin Cancer in the Family
which we set up here in Essen is unique in Germany
as a place where patients can come if they have a
corresponding tumour predisposition. Our aim is to
be able to better identify genetic risk factors, to
understand the biological mechanisms behind them,
and then to derive specific consequences from that
for prevention, diagnostics and patient care.

What are your plans for the future?

The primary aim is to continue building up the
Center for Skin Cancer in the Family — as well as to
gain a better understanding of the genes underlying
any predisposition and their significance for the
development of melanomas and other forms of skin
cancer. We also want to push ahead with getting
specialists networked with people seeking advice,
with the long-term aim of developing a standardised
procedure which can be offered to families affected -
such as is already available for breast cancer and
ovarian cancer in the family. My overriding aim

IS not to treat cancer once it's there but rather to
recognise the risks at an early stage in order to
make a better prediction and prevent the disease
If at all possible.

We are here for you!
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What drives me primarily Is
to be able to actively shape
medicine of the future.”

Dr Marcel Kemper
Specialist for Internal Medicine, Haematology
and Oncology at Medical Clinic A at UKM

Dr Marcel Kemper is a specialist for Internal
Medicine, Haematology and Oncology at
Medical Clinic A at UKM. He has been working
at UKM since 2019, and since 2020 he has been
a member of the Tumour Progression and
Metastasis Formation working group headed
by Prof Annalen Bleckmann. He is currently

in the final year of his three-year Clinician
Scientist period.
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Dr Vivian Rosery is a specialist for Internal Medicine,
Haematology and Oncology at the Clinic for Internal
Medicine (Tumour Research) at UME, and she already
took part in the UMEA Junior Clinician Scientist pro-
gramme while she was doing her specialist training
as a doctor. She is currently undertaking research
as a Clinician Scientist into pancreatic cancer and
bile duct cancer.

What are you currently researching into?

Our working group is studying extracellular vesicles,
which play an important role in cell communication.
My particular focus is on lung carcinomas, especially
certain subgroups of patients with lung carcinomas
who have a heightened risk of brain metastases.
I'm trying to find out to what extent tumour cells

What fascinates you about research? interact via vesicles with immune cells in the central
nervous system and thus facilitate the occurrence What fascinates you about research?
In my first job as a doctor in a rural general hospi- of metastases in the brain.
tal | noticed relatively quickly that simply providing | was first fascinated by research during my studies
standard care for patients wasn't enough for me. | What are your plans for the future? with my experimental PhD on oesophageal cancer.
felt the need to go beyond everyday hospital work At that time, It became clear to me that — despite
and get to grips with scientific topics. Ultimately, | was recently able to acquire third-party funding Intensive research work — there are many oncological
that was the reason for my move to a university through a programme supported financially by the diseases that we do not yet fully understand because
hospital: here, there is an opportunity to combine pharmaceuticals industry, and this funding will /dentify{ng new Strateg[eg for of their complexity. At the same time, however, the
research and hospital work and, as a result, not make it possible to realise some follow-up and : : : stresses which patients feel — the pain, the therapy -
only to put existing therapies into practice but spin-off projects after the end of my Clinician treatment Is the primary arm are very high. So for me it was clear, from an early
also to be involved in shaping the medicine of the Scientist period. At the beginning of 2025 | was Of my research WOI’/?." stage, that | was going to go into research, then
future — whether through basic research or clinical admitted to a consortium in which | am discussing o Into oncology. The aim of my research work Is the
sclentific projects such as studies relating to new this with international experts to push ahead with Dr Vivian Rosery L development of new treatment strategies. What
o . . . Specialist for Internal Medicine, Haematology . : . : .
medication. joint projects. Looking into the future, | see my and Oncology at the Clinic for Internal Medicine motivates me in particular is the direct contact
clinical focus in thorax oncology, embedded in a (Tumour Research) at UME. with our patients.

translational setting. For me, this would include
supervising clinical studies and maintaining close

Clinician Scientist contacts between research and patient care.
I'm dealing with pancreatic cancer. My project is

C a r e e r | . based on so-called patient-derived explants - in

Minster . other words, samples of tumour tissue — which are
preserved in a special culture technique in such a
way that the tissue structure and, in particular, the
Immunological environment remain intact for as
long as possible. The aim Is to depict the situation

What are you currently researching into?

As part of the UMEA Clinician Scientist programme

CLIMICIAMN SCIEMTIST PROGRAMM
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Dr Vivian Rosery

In the human tumour as realistically as possible. In
this model we are testing chemotherapies and also,
looking forward, immunotherapies and combination
therapies. In this way we want to find out, in the long
run, which patients benefit in particular from certain
therapeutic configurations. | have also acquired
additional funding to help in transferring this model
to bile duct carcinomas — an entity for which there
are likewise very restricted options for treatment.

What are your plans for the future?

In the long term I'm aiming at habilitation. | want

to continue the systematic development of my
research in this field and devise a drug-screening
platform for pancreatic and bile duct carcinomas.
As the experimental work can only be carried out
to a limited extent, especially when you're only
working part-time, I'm planning to build up my own
working group at some point in the future. For me it
IS Important to create a lasting structure to continue
developing these models so that they can be used for
further questions which we have - and it is essential
for me to have the connection with patients and
with lab work. | see it as something of immense
benefit that we provide clinical care for the patients
whose samples we study in the lab and that we can
follow the development of their treatment.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025
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| want to understand
why treatments work -
and why they give rise
to side effects.”

Dr Carolin Krekeler
Junior doctor at Medical Clinic A at UKM
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Dr Carolin Krekeler is a junior doctor at Medical
Clinic A at UKM and has been a member of the
Clinician Scientist programme since January 2024.
Because of her maternity leave, her membership of
the programme was extended without further ado
from three to four years. In her work she combines
clinical work in the area of haematology with trans-
lational research into innovative immunotherapies.

What fascinates you about research?

In my inpatient care | predominantly treat patients
with haematological diseases such as leukaemia and
lymphomas. Many of them receive highly innovative
forms of treatment which are still being clinically
developed. In many of these treatments which are
being studied, we still don’'t completely understand
the mechanisms of how they work. Why does one
patient respond well, while another doesn’t? Why
do certain side effects occur? What motivates me
IS working on this very question in order to make
treatment safer and better in the long term.

What are you currently researching into?

The focus of my project is CAR T-cell Therapy in

the case of lymphomas: a patient’'s own immune
cells in the body are modified genetically in such

a way that they can systematically recognise and
destroy the cancer cells. One serious side effect of
this therapy — and one that has not been fully un-
derstood so far - is the neurological complications.
These can range from writing difficulties to comas.
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Clinician Scientist

CareerS

Miinster

In my project I'm examining the hypothesis that,
In combating the cancer cells, the T cells release
lots of messenger substances which, in turn, over-
activate the immune processes in the brain and
thus trigger neurological symptoms. My aim is to
gain a better understanding of mechanisms and
to identify potential predictive markers or thera-
peutic approaches.

What are your plans for the future?

What | definitely want to do is pursue the combination
of hospital work and research in the long term. In
oncology, especially, bridging the two Is essential if
we want to rapidly transfer new findings to patient
care. In all likelihood, I won't be able to finish my
current project within the funding period, so | will
have to think about other funding possibilities in
future. Irrespective of this, | would like to continue
dealing with clinical topics from a scientific point of
view — whether in the form of translational projects
or of clinical studies.
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Fighting lymphomas with
reduced radiation dose

A study headed by WTZ Munster is looRing at the treatment
of rare lymphomas of the stomach and the duodenum.

—"—71 he aim of the multicentric Phase Il Study
titled “GDL-ISRT 20 Gy” is to examine
whether a lower radiation dose, with a

a simultaneously reduced volume of radia-
tion, is just as effective as the standard therapy
hitherto applied — and whether, in addition, it
enhances patients’ quality of life.

“For some years now we have no longer been treating
these rare lymphomas surgically but with a radiation
therapy aimed at a cure,” explains Prof Gabriele
Reinartz, senior physician at WTZ's Clinic for Radiation
Therapy — Radiation Oncology at UKM. Building on
several preceding studies which already enabled a
clear reduction to be made in the target volumes,
the current study now goes one step further: instead
of the usual 30 grays, only 20 grays are applied. For
patients, this means a shortening of their period of
treatment from three to two weeks and they can
continue with this treatment as outpatients.

The study started up in 2019, in close cooperation

with the International Lymphoma Radiation Oncology
Group (ILROG), and it is being financed through
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funding from the Interdisciplinary Center for Clinical
Research at the University of Munster and from the
German Lymphoma Aid organisation. Today, 17 centers
with 84 patients both in Germany and abroad are
participating: in addition to WTZ Essen, there are
further locations in Germany and centers in Italy
and China. “This international networking is of de-
cisive importance, precisely in the case of rare dis-
eases, In order to arrive at an adequate number of
cases and thus enable clinical research to be done
at a high level,” explains Dr Thomas Gauler, a senior
physician at the Clinic for Radiation Therapy at
WTZ Essen. Due to delays related to Covid-19 and
the six-month follow-up period necessary, the study
IS expected to be completed in late 2026.

One special feature of the study is its translational
approach. Complementing the radiation therapy,
blood samples are taken at defined points in time
In order to analyse biomarkers and correlate them
with responses to the therapy. “For gastrointestinal
lymphomas this biomarker-based approach is,
scientifically speaking, uncharted territory,” says
Prof Reinartz. The data acquired will help in gaining

That we, within the WTZ, are jointly
enrolling patients in the study led by
the Department of Radiation Oncology
at UKM demonstrates the strength of
this collaboration.

Prof Hans Th. Eich
Director of the Clinic for Radiation Therapy - Radiation Oncology at UKM

Prof Gabriele Reinartz

Senior Physician at the Clinic for

Radiation Therapy — Radiation Oncology at
UKM

Dr Thomas Gauler
Senior Physician at the Clinic
for Radiation Therapy at UME

a better understanding of the symptoms of the
disease and, in future, to make therapies even
more targeted.
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Combination therapy for
metastasised bowel cancer

A study being carried out under the leadership of WTZ Essen
has compared combined therapy — VEGFR-2 antibodies and a
chemotherapeutic agent — with chemotherapy alone.

—"—71 he aim of the multicentric study titled
“AlO-KRK 0316-ass” was to examine
whether combination theory with anti-
a angiogenic therapy and chemotherapy
increases patients’ chances of survival if they have
metastatic colorectal cancer.

“What we often see in the case of metastatic colo-
rectal carcinomas is that antiangiogenic therapies -
In other words, the use of medication to inhibit
vascularisation in tumours - can still be effective at
advanced stages of diseases,” explains Prof Stefan
Kasper-Virchoww, the Medical Director of Outpatient
Oncology at UME. “It was against this background that
the idea arose of combining the antiangiogenic active
Ingredient ramucirumab with the orally available
chemotherapeutic agent trifluridine/tipiracil in order
to achieve a longer survival period than with the
standard therapy.” Originally conceived as a Phase
study, the study protocol was expanded to a Phase |l
level due to the very good recruitment figures
achieved: “Between January 2019 and February 2023
it was possible to include a total of 428 patients in

Molecular genetic analyses as an opportunity for tailored therapy
In metastatic colorectal cancer.
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Even though the primary aim was not achieved,
the RAMTAS study was an important step in
gaining a better understanding of which groups
of patients might be able to benefit from an anti-
anglogenic combination therapy in late therapy
phases — and it shows how valuable the close
collaboration between locations within WTZ is.”

Prof Stefan Kasper-Virchow
Medical Director of Qutpatient Oncology at UME

the study,” reports Dr Andrea Kerkhoff, Director of the
Oncological Day Hospital at Medical Clinic A at UKM,
and responsible for the study on the Munster side.

The primary aim of the study - a significant im-
provement in overall survival — was narrowly missed.
Nevertheless, analyses of subgroups showed indi-
cations of longer survival - especially in women and
In patients with a primary tumour on the left side.
These observations supply important starting points
for accompanying translational research: predictive
biomarkers are currently being analysed in a project
funded by the German Consortium for Translational
Cancer Research (DKTK) in collaboration with the
Department of Translational Oncology of Solid
Tumours, the Institute of Artificial Intelligence in

o™
P

/

of

Medicine (IKIM), the Charité Hospital in Berlin and
Frankfurt and Ulm University Hospitals. The aim is to
Identify groups of patients that might be especially
able to benefit from combination therapy. “It is pre-
cisely these molecular analyses which are essential
for applying therapies in a more precise and indi-
vidualised way in future,” says Kasper-Virchow.

Dr Andrea Kerkhoff
Director of the Oncological Day
Hospital at Medical Clinic A at UKM
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University Hospital Essen and University Hospital Miinster

Focus on oncology

(number of patients)

34,650

medical oncology
4 4 ’ I i O 11111"010 Oncological care
surgical oncology

cancer patients 4,850 168 36

haemato-oncology skilled nursing staff with and under- care specialists / advanced

going further oncological training practice nurses
16,000 42,500 8,600 260 18
cancer inpatients cancer outpatients radio-oncology

employees

skilled nursing staff with and under- care specialists for stoma,
1 80 O going further training in palliative care wounds and incontinence
4
paediatric oncology 22 7
3 4 5 2 O O medical assistants breast-care nurses
’ with advanced

oncological training

outpatients

Cancer patients

12,350

newly diagnosed

patients undergoing surgery

inpatients

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025 42



Contents Milestones New strategies Personal Innovative

Publications

01 The molecular blueprint of targeted radionuclide therapy. Primac |, Tabury K, Tasdogan A, Baatout S, Herrmann K. Nat Rev Clin Oncol.
2025 Nov; 22(11):869-894. doi: 10.1038/541571-025-01069-z. Epub 2025 Sep 9. PMID: 40926013. | 02 Gemtuzumab ozogamicin in first-line treat-
ment of CBF-AML: insights from a retrospective multi-center analysis. Ronnacker J, Muller PJ, Mikesch JH, Zukunft S, Weinbergerova B,
Sramek J, Valka J, Novak J, Zak P, Szotkowski T, Koristek Z, Krekeler C, Unglaub JM, Sauer T, Ruhnke L, Kraus S, Schaffrath J, Miller LP, Kaes S,
Niemann D, Fransecky L, Hess PP, Crysandt M, Jost E, Millo J, Gaertner ], Repp R, Jentzsch M, Hoppe L, Klein S, Modemann F, Michalowski N,
Fischbach K, Blau W, Ruhs M, Ritter M, Lohmeyer J, Steffen B, Hauser S, Kaufmann M, Krause SW, Knabe R, Spiekermann K, Serve H, Platzbecker U,
Baldus CD, Miiller-Tidow C, Lenz G, Reinhardt HC, Mayer J, Bornhauser M, Rollig C, Schliemann C, Hanoun M. Leukemia. 2025 Sep;39(9):2174-2180.
doi: 10.1038/s41375-025-02700-9. Epub 2025 Jul 21. PMID: 40691504; PMCID: PMC12380593. | 03 Acalabrutinib Plus Bendamustine-Rituximab in
Untreated Mantle Cell Lymphoma. Wang M, Salek D, Belada D, Song Y, Jurczak W, Kahl BS, Paludo J, Chu MP, Kryachok I, Fogliatto L,
Cheah CY, Morawska M, Sancho JM, Li Y, Patti C, Forsyth C, Zhang J, Lesley R, Ramadan S, Rule S, Dreyling M; ECHO investigators. J Clin Oncol.
2025 Jul 10;43(20):2276-2284. doi: 10.1200/JCO-25-00690. Epub 2025 May 1. PMID: 40311141; PMCID: PMC12225732. | 04 Sex-specific survival in
advanced metastatic melanoma - a DeCOG study on 2032 patients of the multicenter prospective skin cancer registry ADOREG. Leven AS,
Peters T, Rajcsanyi LS, Weichenthal M, Mohr P, Meier F, von Wasielewski |, Gutzmer R, Utikal J, Terheyden P, Herbst R, Haferkamp S, Pfohler C,
Leiter U, Forschner A, Kreuter A, Gebhardt C, Lutze S, Weishaupt C, Grabbe S, Debus D, Hassel J, Welzel J, Heinzerling L, Berking C, Loquai C,
Gambichler T, Ziemer M, Becker JC, Tasdogan A, Zimmer L, Livingstone E, Schadendorf D, Roesch A, Hinney A, Ugurel S. Eur J Cancer.
2025 Sep 9;227:115668. doi: 10.1016/j.ejca.2025.115668. Epub 2025 Jul 29. PMID: 40749417. | 05 Cutaneous melanoma. Tasdogan A, Sullivan RJ,
Katalinic A, Lebbe C, Whitaker D, Puig S, van de Poll-Franse LV, Massi D, Schadendorf D. Nat Rev Dis Primers. 2025 Apr 3;11(1):23.
doi: 10.1038/s41572-025-00603-8. PMID: 40180935. | 06 PROMISE Registry Group. Updated Prostate Cancer Risk Groups by Prostate-specific
Membrane Antigen Positron Emission Tomography Prostate Cancer Molecular Imaging Standardized Evaluation (PPP2): Results from an
International Multicentre Registry Study. Karpinski MJ, Rahbar K, Bogemann M, Nikoukar LR, Schafers M, Hobertick S, Miederer M, Holscher T,
Rasul S, Miszczyk M, Lanfranchi F, Bauckneht M, Pfob CH, Kind F, Goffin K, Husing A, Kesch C, Herrmann K, Stuschke M, Gafita A, Husing J, Calais J,
Hofman MS, Hope TA, Miksch J, Soeterik TFW, Di Giorgio A, Farolfi A, Bjartell A, Tragardh E, Unterrainer LM, Holzgreve A, Sheikh GT, Rauscher |,
Eiber M, Hadaschik BA, Fendler WP. Eur Urol. 2025 Nov;88(5):484-495. doi: 10.1016/j.eururo.2025.04.017. Epub 2025 May 2. PMID: 40318933.
| 07 Multiomic analysis uncovers a continuous spectrum of differentiation and Wnt-MDK-driven immune evasion in hepatoblastoma.
Munter D, de Faria FW, Richter M, Aranda-Pardos |, Hotfilder M, Walter C, Paga E, Inserte C, Albert TK, Roy R, Rahman S, Riedel NC, Muller V,
Pascher A, Wiebe K, Schmid |, Vokuhl C, Winkler B, Juttner E, Vieth S, Mucke U, Kluiver TA, Peng WC, Rossig C, Schlué J, Madadi-Sanjani O,
Sandmann S, Hartmann W, A-Gonzalez N, Soehnlein O, Kerl K. ) Hepatol. 2025 Aug:83(2):367-382. doi: 10.1016/j.jhep.2025.01.031. Epub 2025 Feb 1.
PMID: 39900120. | 08 Molecular determinants of sotorasib clinical efficacy in KRAS®**-mutated non-small-cell lung cancer. Skoulidis F, Li BT,
de Langen AJ, Hong DS, Lena H, Wolf J, Dy GK, Curioni Fontecedro A, Tomasini P, Velcheti V, van der Wekken A}, Dooms C, Paz-Ares Rodriguez L,

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Excellence in figures

Publications Network Directorates We are here for you! Publishing details

Mountzios G, Sacher A, Nadal E, Couraud S, Kim SW, O‘Byrne K, Rocco D, Toyozawa R, Chmielewska I, Lindsay CR, Hindoyan A, Mukundan L,
Wilmanski T, Anderson A, Ardito-Abraham C, Pati A, Reddy A, Mehta B, Schuler M. Nat Med. 2025 Aug;31(8):2755-2767. doi: 10.1038/541591-025-03732-5.
Epub 2025 May 28. PMID: 40437272; PMCID: PM(C12353874. | 09 Neutrophils take their PICk to promote breast cancer. Tulotta C, Soehnlein O.
Nat Cancer. 2025 Mar;6(3):409-411. doi: 10.1038/s43018-025-00925-2. PMID: 40075236. | 10 Common hereditary variants of the APOE gene and
posttransplant outcome in acute myeloid leukemia. Ronnacker J, Grau M, Klasmeier M, Klesse C, Baldauf H, Abert S, Berdel AF, Flsser FT,
Sandmann S, Albring J, Reicherts C, Call S, Marx J, Floeth M, ERReling E, Kolloch L, Berning P, Scheller A, Wethmar K, Schmidt H, Schluter B,
Berdel WE, Ostendorf BN, Tavazoie SF, Mikesch JH, Lenz G, Fleischhauer K, Schetelig J, Stelljes M, Schliemann C. Blood. 2025 Apr 24;145(17):1943-1956.
doi: 10.1182/blo0d.2024026886. PMID: 39813679. | 11 Updated Overall Survival and Long-Term Safety With Ripretinib Versus Sunitinib in
Patients With GI Stromal Tumor: Final Overall Survival Analysis From INTRIGUE. Heinrich MC, Blay }V, Gelderblom H, George S, Schoffski P,
von Mehren M, Zalcberg JR, Jones RL, Kang YK, Razak AA, Trent J, Attia S, Le Cesne A, Boye K, Goldstein D, Sanchez C, Siontis BL, Cox P, Davis E,
Sherman ML, Ruiz-Soto R, Bauer S. J Clin Oncol. 2025 Jul 10;43(20):2239-2244. doi: 10.1200/)CO-24-02818. Epub 2025 May 23. PMID: 40408605;
PMCID: PMC12225728. | 12 Translational and First-in-Human Positron Emission Tomography Targeting Prostatic Acid Phosphatase in Prostate
Cancer Using the Ligand [*®Ga]Ga-OncoACP3-DOTA. Backhaus P, Cazzamalli S, Oehler S, Blther F, Brosch-Lenz J, Landau F, Breyholz HJ,
Claesener M, Migliorini F, Clamarone A, Georgiev T, Mock J, Ventura D, Barca C, Schiefelbein L, Hermann S, Schafers K, Gierse F, Bernemann C,
Schlack K, Bogemann M, Puca E, Schindler P, Neri D, Rahbar K, Schrader AJ, Seifert KE, Schafers M. Eur Urol. 2026 Apr;89(4):305-310.
doi: 10.1016/j.eururo.2025.11.025. Epub 2025 Dec 17. PMID: 41412909. | 13 In vivo intratumoral heterogeneity in a dish: scalable forebrain organoid
models of embryonal brain tumors for high-throughput personalized drug discovery. Riedel NC, Walter C, de Faria FW, Altendorf L, Aust P,
Gobel C, Verma A, Ballast A, Bedzhov |, Roy R, Munter D, Schuftan E, Albert TK, Rossig C, Johann P, von Zezschwitz B, Sandmann S, Varghese J,
Thomas C, Schiller U, Bruder JM, Kerl K. Cancer Commun (Lond). 2025 Dec;45(12):1670-1675. doi: 10.1002/cac2.70074. Epub 2025 Nov 2.
PMID: 41177766; PMCID: PMC12728470. | 14 Long-Term Follow-Up of Real-World Adjuvant Anti-PD-1 Checkpoint Inhibition and Targeted
Therapy in Patients With Stage Ill Melanoma. Lodde GC, Hassel JC, von Wasielewski I, Meier F, Mohr P, Kahler K, Hauschild A, Glutsch V, Stege H,
Berking C, HUning S, Huynh J, Gutzmer R, Reinhardt L, Schilling B, Loquai C, Erdmann M, Stang A, Kowall B, Galetzka W, Roesch A, Tilkorn D,
Ugurel S, Zimmer L, Schadendorf D, Forschner A, Livingstone E. ) Clin Oncol. 2025 Sep;43(25):2793-2805. doi: 10.1200/JCO-24-02776. Epub 2025 Jun 3.
PMID: 40460331. | 15 Impact of European LeukemiaNet-guided postremission therapy on outcomes of patients with AML from 2010 to 2022.
Berdel AF, Ronnacker J, Wenge DV, Kolloch LJ, Berning P, Angenendt L, Brix TJ, Westermann A, Wethmar K, Kessler T, Kerkhoff A, Mesters RM,
Reicherts C, Mikesch JH, Berdel WE, Lenz G, Schliemann C, Stelljes M. Blood Neoplasia. 2025 Nov 6;3(1):100181. doi: 10.1016/j.bne0.2025.100181.
PMID: 41509995; PMCID: PMC12774689. | 16 Efficacy of idecabtagene vicleucel in patients with relapsed/refractory multiple myeloma and
prior central nervous system manifestation: A multicenter real-world analysis. Hemasphere. 2025 Aug 18;9(8):€70192. doi: 10.1002/hem3.70192.
PMID: 40832014; Maulhardt M, Call S, Boyadzhiev H, Albici AM, Horster K, Boquoi A, Janjetovic S, Ossami Saidy A, Teichert M, Brioli A, Schultze-Florey C,


https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40926013 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40691504
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40691504
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40311141 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40311141 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40749417
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40749417
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40180935
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40318933
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40318933
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40318933
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39900120
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40437272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40075236
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39813679
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39813679
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40408605
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40408605
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41412909
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41412909
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41177766
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41177766
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40460331
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40460331
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41509995
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40832014
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40832014

Contents Milestones New strategies Personal Innovative

Heidel F, Schindler P, Schub N, Aydilek E, Stelljes M, Daskalakis M, Krekeler C, Hasenkamp J, Khandanpour C, Bacher U, Reinhardt HC, Lenz G,
Stolzel F, Pabst T, von Tresckow B, Wulf G, Berning P, Shumilov E. PMCID: PMC12358732. | 17 [®®Ga]Ga-FAPI-46 PET accuracy for cancer imaging
with histopathology validation: a single-centre, single-arm, interventional, phase 2 trial. Pabst KM, Weber MM, Laschinsky C, Sandach P,
Bartel T, Kuper AT, Kessler L, Trajkovic-Arsic M, Eckstein M, Gilman E, Nader M, Barbato F, Podleska LE, Hadaschik BA, Hamacher R, Kersting D,
von Ostau N, von Tresckow B, Kaelberlah HP, Kesch C, Kuemmel S, Reinacher-Schick A, Schuler M, Siveke JT, Grunwald V, Herrmann K, Fendler WP.
Lancet Oncol. 2025 Sep;26(9):1204-1214. doi: 10.1016/S1470-2045(25)00299-2. Epub 2025 Aug 4. PMID: 40774265. | 18 Disease risk but not remission
status determines transplant outcomes in AML: long-term outcomes of the ASAP trial. Stelljes M, Middeke JM, Bug G, Wagner-Drouet EM,
Muller LP, Schmid C, Krause SW, Bethge W, Jost E, Platzbecker U, Klein SA, Niederland J, Kaufmann M, Schafer-Eckart K, Baldauf H, Stolzel F,
Trost S, Rollig C, von Bonin M, Egger-Heidrich K, Kunadt D, Steffen B, Hauptrock B, Schliemann C, Sockel K, Lang F, Kriege O, Schaffrath J,
Reicherts C, Berdel WE, Serve H, Ehninger G, Schmidt AH, Mikesch JH, Bornhauser M, Schetelig J. Blood. 2025 Nov 6;146(19):2293-2305.
doi: 10.1182/blood.2025028730. PMID: 40737595; PMCID: PMC12824691. | 19 Heart failure therapy in patients with advanced cancer receiving
specialized palliative care (EMPATICC trial). Anker MS, Mahabadi AA, Totzeck M, Tewes M, Khan MS, Mincu RI, Hendgen-Cotta UB, Michel L,
Mathew B, Drescher O, Schuler M, Keller U, Rieger K, Ahn ], Bullinger L, Modest DP, Denecke C, Kretzler L, Ramer LV, Krug D, Landmesser U,
Lehmann LH, Frey N, Bercker S, Laufs U, Bohm M, Mahfoud F, Merkely B, Diek M, Butler ], Veiser A, Heise T, Hellmich M, Placzek M, Friede T,
Anker SD, Rassaf T. Eur Heart J. 2026 Mar 5:47(9):1034-1046. doi: 10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf705. PMID: 40884070; PMCID: PMC13016628.
| 20 Allogeneic haematopoietic cell transplantation in peripheral T-cell lymphoma: recommendations from the EBMT Practice Harmonisation
and Guidelines Committee. Damaj G, Bazarbachi A, Berning P, Cottereau AS, Fox CP, Kyriakou C, Cwynarski K, Zinzani PL, Tournilhac O, Jurczak W,
Karsten IE, Wang F, Marcais A, Tanase A, Nguyen-Quoc S, Serroukh Y, Aljurf M, Beauvais D, Wulf G, Sureda A, Corradini P, Hermine O,
Hamadani M, Onida F, Ruggeri AL, Sanchez-Ortega |, Yakoub-Agha |, Dreger P, Schmitz N. Lancet Haematol. 2025 Jul;12(7):e542-e554.
doi: 10.1016/52352-3026(25)00073-0. PMID: 40610175. | 21 The CXCL16/CXCR6 axis is linked to immune effector cell-associated neurotoxicity
in chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) T cell therapy. Lu IN, Miller-Miny L, Krekeler C, Cheung PF, Antonopoulou G, Jeibmann A, Schulte-Mecklenbeck A,
Kerl K, Call S, Reicherts C, Bleckmann A, Stelljes M, Lenz G, Wiendl H, Meyer Zu Horste G, Grauer OM. Genome Med. 2025 Jun 30;17(1):71.
doi: 10.1186/513073-025-01498-6. PMID: 40588764; PMCID: PMC12210444. | 22 ETMR stem-like state and chemo-resistance are supported by
perivascular cells at single-cell resolution. de Faria FW, Riedel NC, Mlnter D, Interlandi M, Gobel C, Altendorf L, Richter M, Melcher V, Thomas C,
Roy R, Schoof M, Bedzhov I, Moreno N, Graf M, Hotfilder M, Holdhof D, Hartmann W, Bruns AK, Brentrup A, Liesche-Starnecker F, Maerkl B,
Sandmann S, Varghese J, Dugas M, Pinto PH, Balbach ST, Lu IN, Rossig C, Soehnlein O, Canak A, Ebinger M, Schuhmann M, Schittenhelm J,
Fruhwald MF, Schuller U, Albert TK, Walter C, Bruder JM, Kerl K. Nat Commun. 2025 Jun 25:16(1):5394. doi: 10.1038/s41467-025-60442-9.
PMID: 40562749; PMCID: PMC12198369. | 23 Decoding pan-cancer treatment outcomes using multimodal real-world data and explainable
artificial intelligence. Keyl J, Keyl P, Montavon G, Hosch R, Brehmer A, Mochmann L, Jurmeister P, Dernbach G, Kim M, Koitka S, Bauer S,
Bechrakis N, Forsting M, Fuhrer-Sakel D, Glas M, Grunwald V, Hadaschik B, Haubold J, Herrmann K, Kasper S, Kimmig R, Lang S, Rassaf T, Roesch A,
Schadendorf D, Siveke JT, Stuschke M, Sure U, Totzeck M, Welt A, Wiesweg M, Baba HA, Nensa F, Egger J, Muller KR, Schuler M, Klauschen F,
Kleesiek J. Nat Cancer. 2025 Feb;6(2):307-322. doi: 10.1038/s43018-024-00891-1. Epub 2025 Jan 30. PMID: 39885364; PMCID: PMC11864985.
| 24 Spatial biology using single-cell mass spectrometry imaging and integrated microscopy. Potthoff A, Schwenzfeier J, Niehaus M, Bessler S,
Hoffmann E, Soehnlein O, Hohndorf J, Dreisewerd K, Soltwisch J. Nat Commun. 2025 Oct 15:16(1):9129. doi: 10.1038/s41467-025-64603-8.

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Excellence in figures

Publications Network Directorates We are here for you! Publishing details

PMID: 41093848; PMCID: PMC12528677. | 25 CaboPoint: A Phase 2 Study of Second-line Cabozantinib After Checkpoint Inhibitor-based
Combination Therapy in Patients with Metastatic Renal Cell Carcinoma. Albiges L, Powles T, Sharma A, Venugopal B, Bedke J, Borkowetz A,
Gravis G, Ozdemir BC, Schnabel M), Dutailly P, Qvick B, Perrot V, Grinwald V. Eur Urol. 2026 Mar;89(3):210-219. doi: 10.1016/j.eururo.2025.07.018.
Epub 2025 Sep 30. PMID: 41027815. | 26 False-Positive Recall and False-Positive Biopsy Rates in Mammography Screening: A TOSYMA Trial
Subanalysis. Weigel S, Hense HW, Weyer-Elberich V, GerR J, Heindel W; TOSYMA Screening Trial Group. Radiology. 2025 Sep;316(3):e251014.
doi: 10.1148/radiol.251014. PMID: 40956160. | 27 Exploration of Fully-Automated Body Composition Analysis Using Routine CT-Staging of Lung
Cancer Patients for Survival Prognosis. Kinnemann MD, Romer C, Helfen A, Bleckmann A, Kemper M, Heindel W, Brix TJ, Forsting M, Haubold J,
Opitz M, Schuler M, Nensa F, Borys K, Hosch R. ] Cachexia Sarcopenia Muscle. 2025 Aug;16(4):e70021. doi: 10.1002/jcsm.70021. PMID: 40767951;
PMCID: PMC12327357. | 28 Treatment Sequences in BRAF-V600-Mutated NSCLC: First-Line Targeted Therapy Versus First-Line (Chemo-)
Immunotherapy. Wiesweg M, Alaffas A, Rasokat A, Saalfeld FC, Rost M, Assmann C, Herster F, Hilbrandt M, Griesinger F, Kron A, Roeper J,
Glanemann F, Kropf-Sanchen C, Reck M, Kulhavy J, Stenzinger A, Wolf J, Sebastian M, Schuler M, Wermke M, Frost N, Kopp HG, Christopoulos P,
Scheffler M. J Thorac Oncol. 2025 Sep;20(9):1328-1335. doi: 10.1016/}.jth0.2025.04.016. Epub 2025 May 8. PMID: 40345491. | 29 Autologous stem
cell transplantation in NK/T-cell lymphoma: Prognostic impact of EBV-DNA in a multinational cohort-A study by the EBMT Lymphoma
Working Party. Berning P, Ngoya M, Kim WS, Shumilov E, Wu D, Huang H, Cairoli A, Tucci A, Dachy G, Gounot R, Wilke AC, Scheid C, Dreger P,
Lopez Lorenzo JL, Bloor A, Romejko-Jarosinska J, Gadisseur A, Schroers R, Reményi P, Gabellier L, Poiani M, Halahleh K, Galimard JE, Lenz G,
Sureda A, Bazarbachi A, Glass B, Schmitz N. Hemasphere. 2025 Aug 15;9(8):70184. doi: 10.1002/hem3.70184. PMID: 40823316; PMCID: PMC12355192.
| 30 Leveraging Sarcopenia index by automated CT body composition analysis for pan cancer prognostic stratification. Borys K, Haubold J,
Keyl J, Bali MA, De Angelis R, Boni KB, Coquelet N, Kohnke J, Baldini G, Kroll L, Schramm S, Stang A, Malamutmann E, Kleesiek J, Kim M,
Kasper S, Siveke JT, Wiesweg M, Merkel-Jens A, Schaarschmidt BM, Gruenwald V, Bauer S, Oezcelik A, Bolukbas S, Herrmann K, Kimmig R,
Lang S, Treckmann J, Stuschke M, Hadaschik B, Umutlu L, Forsting M, Schadendorf D, Friedrich CM, Schuler M, Hosch R, Nensa F. NPJ Digit Med.
2025 Oct 14;8(1):611. doi: 10.1038/s41746-025-02016-z. PMID: 41087591; PMCID: PMC12521393. | 31 Syntenin Controls Extracellular Vesicle-Induced
Tumour Migration by Regulating the Expression of Adhesion Proteins on Small Extracellular Vesicles. Irmer B, Angenendt A, Camoin L,
Audebert S, Geyer C, Gerwing M, Spiessbach H, Hebel M, Baudelet E, Wlochowitz D, Hansen U, Bleckmann A, Zimmermann P, Menck K.
Extracell Vesicles. 2025 Aug;14(8):e70133. doi: 10.1002/jev2.70133. PMID: 40831280; PMCID: PMC12365386. | 32 Outcomes of bispecific antibody
therapy after CAR T-cell failure in relapsed/refractory large B-cell lymphoma. Shumilov E, Scholz JK, Seib M, Mazzeo P, Wurm-Kuczera R,
Vucinic V, Holtick U, Boyadzhiev H, Melchardt T, Holscher A, Schultze-Florey C, Abdelhafez A, Velazquez GF, Ossami Saidy A, Lesan V, Schnetzke U,
Kerkhoff A, Bacher U, Ghandili S, Aydilek E, Gebauer N, Weber T, Wulf G, Glass B, Thurner L, Heidel FH, Schmid C, Viardot A, Hanel M, Dietrich S,
Pabst T, Ayuk F, von Tresckow B, Chapuy B, Pott C, Miiller F, Lenz G. Blood Adv. 2025 Aug 12;9(15):3955-3966. doi: 10.1182/bloodadvances.2024015719.
PMID: 40238938; PMCID: PM(C12337189. | 33 Enhancing cardiorespiratory fitness and quality of life in high-grade glioma through an intensive
exercise intervention during chemotherapy: Proof of concept. Jost-Engl J, Ketter R, Brandt R, Volker K, Gerf3 J, Jetschke K, Weiss Lucas C,
Baumann FT, Lepper PM, Urbschat S, Stummer W, Wiewrodt R, Wiewrodt D; MMH Trial Investigators. Neuro Oncol. 2025 Nov 1;27(11):2977-2990.
doi: 10.1093/neuonc/noaf176. PMID: 40726159; PMCID: PMC12908479. | 34 Induction chemotherapy with CPX-351 in acute myeloid leukemia:
revisiting the role of early bone marrow assessment. Ronnacker J, Ruhnke L, Rollig C, Middeke JM, Herbst R, Morgner A, Unglaub JM, Sauer T,
Huber K, Baden D, Fransecky L, Gezer MN, Crysandt M, Jost E, Jentzsch M, Metzeler KH, Berdel AF, Urbahn MA, Kolloch L, Stelljes M, Platzbecker U,
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Brummendorf TH, Baldus C, Muller-Tidow C, Hanel M, Bornhauser M, Wethmar K, Krug U, Lenz G, Mikesch JH, Schliemann. CLeukemia.
2025 Sep;39(9):2266-2269. doi: 10.1038/s41375-025-02675-7. Epub 2025 Jul 3. PMID: 40603653; PMCID: PMC12380596. | 35 Combined targeted
and epigenetic-based therapy enhances antitumor immunity by stabilizing GATA6-dependent MHCI expression in pancreatic ductal
adenocarcinoma. Peng J, Yang J, Antonopoulou G, Fang R, Adhikari B, Vogt M, Wolf E, Sun C, Du S, Godfrey L, Gupta A, Trajkovic-Arsic M,
Teichmann N, Grunwald BT, Krebs N, Steiger K, Mogler C, Althoff K, Wang X, Giglio G, Liffers ST, Savvatakis K, Braren R, Lawlor RT, Scarpa A,
Behrens D, LangKS, Cheung PF, Siveke JT.Nat Commun.2026 Feb 6;17(1):1476. doi: 10.1038/s41467-026-69013-y. PMID: 41651844; PMCID: PMC12886960.
| 36 Basal Cell Carcinoma of the Head With Intense [68 Ga]OncoFAP Uptake. Ventura D, Ernst I, Timma B, Schafers M, Backhaus P.
Clin Nucl Med. 2025 Mar 1;50(3):e182-€183. doi: 10.1097/RLU.0000000000005595. Epub 2024 Nov 26. PMID: 39774520. | 37 Prognostic value of
body composition out of PSMA-PET/CT in prostate cancer patients undergoing PSMA-therapy. Roll W, Plagwitz L, Ventura D, Masthoff M,
Backhaus C, Varghese J, Rahbar K, Schindler P. Eur ) Nucl Med Mol Imaging. 2025 Dec;53(1):330-337. doi: 10.1007/s00259-025-07416-7. Epub 2025
Jun 28. PMID: 40580320; PMCID: PMC12660389. | 38 Selenoprotein O Promotes Melanoma Metastasis and Regulates Mitochondrial Complex
Il Activity. Nascentes Melo LM, Sabatier M, Ramesh V, Szylo KJ, Fraser CS, Pon A, Mitchell EC, Servage KA, Allies G, Westedt IV, Cansiz F,
Krystkiewicz ), Kutritz A, Schadendorf D, Morrison SJ, Ubellacker JM, Sreelatha A, Tasdogan A. Cancer Res. 2025 Mar 3:85(5):942-955.
doi: 10.1158/0008-5472.CAN-23-2194. PMID: 39700395; PMCID: PMC11873727. | 39 Pharmacological inhibition of myostatin effectively ameliorates
osteolytic lesions in syngeneic and xenograft breast cancer mouse models. Reinhardt J, Dankbar B, Geers F, Werbenko E, Geyer C, Bleckmann A,
Menck K, Grozinger A, Hartmann W, Tio J, Holtke C, Helfen A, Lodberg A, Al-Qasemi R, Beckmann D, Bodecker S, Kleimann S, Wessendorf L,
Wawersig D, Pap T, Wehmeyer C. Oncogene. 2025 Dec:44(49):4781-4795. doi: 10.1038/s41388-025-03622-7. Epub 2025 Nov 17. PMID:
41249489; PMCID: PMC12657228. | 40 LNS-8801 as a therapeutic agent for aggressive lymphomas: ROS-induced cytotoxicity and synergy
with existing therapies. Li Y, Kosnopfel C, Schwammbach D, Jin L, Grau M, Lenz G, Hailfinger S. Blood Adv. 2025 Jul 8;9(13):3310-3314.
doi: 10.1182/bloodadvances.2025016199. PMID: 40249858; PMCID: PMC12268040. | 41 Approaches to stable isotope tracing and in vivo meta-
bolomics in the cancer clinic. Faubert B, Tasdogan A. EMBO J. 2025 Jun:44(12):3303-3306. doi: 10.1038/s44318-025-00450-z. Epub 2025 May 12.
PMID: 40355557, PMCID: PMC12170854. | 42 Safety and efficacy of glofitamab for relapsed/refractory large B-cell lymphoma in a multinational
real-world study. Shumilov E, Wurm-Kuczera R, Kerkhoff A, Wang M, Melchardt T, Holtick U, Bacher U, Staber P, Mazzeo P, Leng C, Bockle D,
Holscher A, Kauer J, Rotter N, Vucinic V, Rudzki J, Nachbaur D, Bucklein V, Schnetzke U, Kramer |, Wille K, Hasse A, von Tresckow B, Hanel M,
Koenecke C, Velazquez GF, Viardot A, Schmid C, Thurner L, Wolf D, Subklewe M, Dreyling M, Dreger P, Dietrich S, Keller U, Jager U, Greil R, Pabst
T, Lenz G, Chapuy B. Blood Adv. 2025 Aug 12;9(15):3865-3877. doi: 10.1182/bloodadvances.2024014903. PMID: 39661985; PMCID: PMC12332916.
| 43 Why implementing machine learning algorithms in the clinic is not a plug-and-play solution: a simulation study of a machine learning
algorithm for acute leukaemia subtype diagnosis. Pucher G, Rostalski T, Nensa F, Kleesiek J, Reinhardt HC, Sauer CM. EBioMedicine.
2025 Jan;111:105526. doi: 10.1016/j.ebiom.2024.105526. Epub 2024 Dec 24. PMID: 39721215; PMCID: PMC11732467. | 44 Analysis of treatment-free
survival of patients with advanced melanoma receiving nivolumab as monotherapy or in combination with relatlimab in RELATIVITY-047.
Regan MM, Ascierto PA MD, Lipson EJ, Palaia J, Moshyk A, Selvan A, Lao CD, Atkins MB MD, McDermott DF, Potluri R, Ranjan S, Bilthare S, Long GV,
Stephen Hodi F, Tawbi H, Schadendorf D. J Immunother Cancer. 2025 Sep 12;13(9):e012747. doi: 10.1136/]itc-2025-012747. PMID: 40940136;
PMCID: PMC12519387. | 45 Deep Learning-Derived Sarcopenia Marker Predicts Benefit from Anti-EGFR Therapy in Patients with RAS
Wild-type Metastatic Colorectal Cancer. Keyl J, Hosch R, HOrst F, Keyl P, Dada A, Haubold J, Straus J, Egger J, Stahler A, Kurreck A, Ballhausen A,
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Stintzing S, Fruehauf S, Muller L, Alig AHS, Trarbach T, Hartmann S, Nensa F, Kleesiek J, Kasper S, Schuler M, Modest DP. Clin Cancer Res. 2026
Mar 2;32(5):938-946. doi: 10.1158/1078-0432.CCR-25-3080. PMID: 41489691. | 46 Changes in tumor and cardiac metabolism upon immune checkpoint.
Leven AS, Wagner N, Nienaber S, Messiha D, Tasdogan A, Ugurel S. Basic Res Cardiol. 2025 Feb;120(1):133-152. doi: 10.1007/s00395-024-01092-8.
Epub 2024 Dec 10. PMID: 39658699; PMCID: PMC11790718. | 47 Planning Benchmark Study for Stereotactic Body Radiation Therapy of
Pancreas Carcinomas With Simultaneously Integrated Boost and Protection: Results of the DEGRO/DGMP Working Group on Stereotactic
Radiation Therapy and Radiosurgery. Moustakis C, Blanck O, Grohmann M, Albers D, Bartels D, Bathen B, Borzi GR, Broggi S, Bruschi A, Casale M,
Delana A, Doolan P, Ebrahimi Tazehmahalleh F, Fabiani S, Falco MD, Fehr R, Friedlein M, Gutser S, Hamada AM, Hancock T, Kohn J, Kornhuber C,
Krieger T, Lambrecht U, Lappi S, Moretti E, Mirus A, Muedder T, Plaude S, Polvika B, Ravaglia V, Righetto R, Rinaldin G, Schachner H, Scaggion A,
Schilling P, Szeverinski P, Villaggi E, Walke M, Wilke L, Winkler P, Nicolay NH, Eich HT, Gkika E, Brunner TB, Schmitt D. Int ] Radiat Oncol Biol Phys.
2025 Feb 1;121(2):547-557. doi: 10.1016/j.ijrobp.2024.08.038. Epub 2024 Sep 1. PMID: 39222825. | 48 pTERT mutational status is associated with
survival in stage IV melanoma patients receiving first-line immune therapy. Jansen P, Galetzka W, Thielmann CM, Murali R, Zaremba A, Standl
F, Lodde G, Moller |, Sucker A, Paschen A, Hadaschik E, Ugurel S, Zimmer L, Livingstone E, Schadendorf D, Stang A, Griewank KG. Eur J Cancer. 2025
May 2;220:115337. doi: 10.1016/j.ejca.2025.115337. Epub 2025 Mar 3. PMID: 40056560; PMCID: PMC12573089. | 49 Gain or amplification of 121 in
systemic light chain amyloidosis is associated with advanced Mayo stage, plasma cell disease and worse overall survival. Oubari S,
Papathanasiou M, Michel L, Rassaf T, Thimm A, Hagenacker T, Ehling D, Wieczorek S, Naser E, Hegenbart U, Schonland S, Duhrsen U, Reinhardt HC,
Carpinteiro A. Ann Hematol. 2025 Mar;104(3):1777-1788. doi: 10.1007/s00277-025-06256-7. Epub 2025 Mar 22. PMID: 40119178; PMCID: PMC12031875.
| 50 Current perspective on resectability in stage Ill locally advanced NSCLC - The thoracic surgeons’ view. Aigner C, Baldes N, Begic M,
Doerr F, Hoda MA, Boliikbas S. Eur J Cancer. 2025 May 15;221:115426. doi: 10.1016/j.ejca.2025.115426. Epub 2025 Apr 13. PMID: 40239401,
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Aachen Bonn Cologne Diisseldorf
DKTK PARTNER LOCATION DUSSELDORF/ESSEN

CCCE - Cancer Research Center Cologne Essen
NCT WEST Essen, Cologne
NCT LOCATION

DKTK LOCATION

<
>

46



Contents Milestones New strategies

Excellent

Personal Innovative

Excellence in figures

Publications Network

Directorates

We are here for you! Publishing details _t

Subsidiaries and cooperation partners

(with whom a cooperation agreement was concluded, as at December 2025)

SUBSIDIARIES OF UNIVERSITY MEDICINE ESSEN (UME)

Essen: Herzzentrum Essen-Huttrop gGmbH, Ruhrlandklinik/
Westdeutsches Lungenzentrum am Universitatsklinikum Essen
gGmbH, St. Josef Krankenhaus Essen-Werden GmbH, West-
deutsches Protonentherapiezentrum Essen (WPE) gGmbH

NETWORK OF COOPERATION PARTNERS OF ESSEN

Bielefeld: Evangelisches Klinikum Bethel,

Evangelisches Klinikum Bethel - Johannesstift

Bochum: Universitatsklinikum Knappschaftskrankenhaus
Bochum GmbH, Georgius Agricola Stiftung der Ruhr-Universitat
Bochum

Bremen: Klinikum Bremen Mitte

Detmold: Klinikum Lippe GmbH

Dortmund: St.-Johannes-Hospital, MVZ Prof Dr Uhlenbrock GmbH,
Klinikum Dortmund

Duisburg: Helios St. Johannes Klinik

Dusseldorf: Universitatsklinikum, MVZ fur Interdisziplinare
Medizin IDM GmbH, MVZ Dusseldorf Centrum GbR

Essen: Elisabeth Krankenhaus, Katholische Kliniken Ruhrhalb-
insel (St. Josef-KH Essen Kupferdreh, St. Elisabeth KH Nieder-
wenigern Hattingen, Fachklinik Kamilushaus Heidhausen),
LVR Klinik Essen, Philippusstift, Gemeinschaftspraxis NOVUM —
Zentrum fur Reproduktionsmedizin, Alfried Krupp von Bohlen
und Halbach Krankenhaus gemeinnutzige GmbH

Goch: Wilhelm-Anton-Hospital Goch

Gottingen: Georg-August-Universitat Gottingen

Halle: Universitatsklinikum Halle (Saale)

Heidelberg: Universitatsklinikum Heidelberg

Kamp-Lintfort: St. Bernhard-Hospital Kamp-Lintfort GmbH -
MTB Niederrhein

WTZ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Cologne: Universitatsklinikum Koln AoR

Krefeld: Helios Klinikum Krefeld GmbH

Leverkusen: Klinikum Leverkusen gGmbH

Mannheim: Universitatsklinikum Mannheim GmbH

Meschede: Alexianer Klinikum Hochsauerland GmbH

Moers: Krankenhaus Bethanien Moers

Miilheim an der Ruhr: St. Marien Hospital Contillia GmbH
Munich: Klinikum der Universitat Miinchen -

Campus GrofRhadern

Miinster: Universitatsklinikum Munster

Neuss: Johanna-Etienne-Krankenhaus Neuss

Oldenburg: Klinikum Oldenburg AOR

Recklinghausen: Klinikum Vest GmbH -
Knappschaftskrankenhaus Recklinghausen

Regensburg: Krankenhaus Barmherzige Bruder

Solingen: Stadtisches Klinikum Solingen gGmbH

St. Augustin: Asklepios Klinik Sankt Augustin GmbH

Wesel: Marien-Hospital gGmbH — Niederrheinisches Zentrum fur
Tumorerkrankungen (NZT), Medizinisches Versorgungszentrum
am Marien-Hospital Wesel - Praxis fur Onkologie & Hamatologie
Dr med. Mathias Hoiczyk, Evangelisches Krankenhaus Wesel GmbH
Wetter: Orthopadische Klinik Volmarstein

Wilhelmshaven: Klinikum Wilhelmshaven gGmbH

Wuppertal: Agaplesion Bethesda Krankenhaus Wuppertal
gGmbH, Helios Klinikum

Barcelona, Spain: Vall d'Hebron Institute of Oncology (VHIO)
SUBSIDIARIES IN MEDICAL CARE
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL MUNSTER (UKM)

Steinfurt: UKM Marienhospital Steinfurt und Emsdetten

NETWORK OF COOPERATION PARTNERS OF MUNSTER

Ahlen: St. Franziskus-Hospital Ahlen

Arnsberg: Klinikum Hochsauerland

Berlin: Charité - Universitatsmedizin Berlin

Bielefeld: Klinikum Bielefeld, Evangelisches Klinikum Bethel
Bocholt: St. Agnes-Hospital Bocholt

Bochum: BG Universitatsklinikum Bergmannsheil Bochum,
Augusta-Kranken-Anstalt

Bremen: Krankenhaus St. Joseph-Stift

Biinde: Lukas-Krankenhaus Bunde

Coesfeld: Christophorus-Kliniken, Hautarztliche Gemeinschafts-
praxis (Dr D. Pappai und Prof Dr M. Schiller)

Datteln: Vestische Caritas-Kliniken GmbH,

St. Vincenz-Krankenhaus Datteln, Onkologie im Vest
Detmold: UK OWL Campus Klinikum Lippe

Emsdetten: Gemeinschaftspraxis Dr Wilp-Staemmler
Erfurt: Helios Klinikum Erfurt

Essen: Universitatsmedizin Essen

Frankfurt: Universitatsklinikum Frankfurt
Georgsmarienhiitte: Franziskus-Hospital Harderberg,
Niels-Stensen-Kliniken

Greven: Praxis Dr med. M. Nocker u. Dr med. T. Hornung
Gronau: St. Antonius-Hospital Gronau

Giitersloh: Klinikum Gltersloh, Sankt Elisabeth Hospital Gltersloh
Hagen: Katholisches Krankenhaus Hagen

Halle: Gemeinschaftspraxis Dr T. Bosse & K. Bosse

Hamm: St. Barbara-Klinik Hamm

Herne: Ev. Krankenhaus Herne

Krefeld: Helios Klinikum Krefeld

Leer: Onkologie UnterEms Leer-Papenburg-Emden

Lingen: Bonifatius Hospital Lingen

Lippstadt: Klinikum Lippstadt, Gemeinschaftspraxis Dres. Leineweber

Lidenscheid: Klinikum Lidenscheid -

Markische Gesundheitsholding

Liidinghausen: Frauenarztpraxis Dr Berlinghoff,

Gynakologie am Campus

Meppen: Krankenhaus Ludmillenstift Meppen

Miinchen: Klinikum der Universitat Minchen, Campus GroBhadern
Miinster: St. Franziskus-Hospital Minster, Ludgerus-Kliniken/
Clemenshospital Munster, Herz-Jesu-Krankenhaus Hiltrup,
Raphaelsklinik Munster, End- und Dickdarmzentrum Munster
(Dr Kemmerling, Dr Tibergen, Dr Pisek), Gastroenterologische
Gemeinschaftspraxis am Germania-Campus (Dr Schweitzer,
Dr Holtkamp-Endemann, Dr Linnepe, Dr Schmedt, Niehues),
Hamato-Onkologisches Zentrum am Clemenshospital, Praxis fur
Innere Medizin (Dr Fechtrup, Prof Willeke, Prof Bettenworth,
Dr Paulus), Frauenarztpraxis Anke Hermes, Gynakologische
Gemeinschaftspraxis Pottkamp, Praxis Dr Kuhlmann-Wel3eling,
Gynakologische Gemeinschaftspraxis Dres. Vongehr | Specht
Nordhorn: Euregio-Klinik

Osnabriick: Klinikum Osnabrlck, Christliches Kinderhospital
Osnabruck, Paracelsus-Klinik Osnabruck, Frauenarztpraxis

Dr med. F. Frommeyer

Recklinghausen: Stiftungsklinikum PROSELIS

Rheine: Klinikum Rheine: Mathias-Spital, Gemeinschaftspraxis
fir Internistische Onkologie und Hamatologie (Dr Innig,

Dr Berning, Dr Berkemeier, Domine-Rensen)

Soest: Klinikum Stadt Soest

Sogel: Emslander Frauenarztpraxis

Steinfurt: Hautarztpraxis Steinfurt, Dr Kemper

Warendorf: Josephs-Hospital Warendorf

Werne: Frauenarztpraxis im Salinenpark

Wesel: Marien-Hospital Wesel

Westerstede: Ammerland-Klinik

Wiirzburg: Universitatsklinikum Wurzburg
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WTZ Essen

Prof Dirk Schadendorf Prof Martin Schuler Prof Jens Siveke Prof Uta Dirksen Dr Miriam Gotte Prof Boris Hadaschik
Director Deputy Director Deputy Director and Vice-Director Vice-Director Vice-Director
Scientific Director

Prof Sylvia Hartmann Bernadette Hosters Prof Jens Kleesiek Prof Ulf Peter Neumann Prof Christian Reinhardt Prof Martin Teufel Dr Stefan Palm
Vice-Director MScN, B.A. Vice-Director Vice-Director Vice-Director Vice-Director General Manager
Vice-Director
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Prof Annalen Bleckmann Prof Andreas Pascher
Director Deputy Director

Prof Hans Th. Eich Prof Michael Schafers
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Essen

Prof Dirk Schadendorf Dr Stefan Palm Dr Raya Rausch Sandra Breitenbiicher

Director WTZ General Manager WTZ Coordinator, Deputy Head of Quality and

+49 201 723-2431 +49 201 723-1614 Funding Programmes Clinical Risk Management Dept,,

dirk.schadendorf@uk-essen.de stefan.palm@uk-essen.de +49 201 723-1947 Coordinator Oncology Center
raya.rausch@uk-essen.de +49 201 723-1498

sandra.breitenbuecher@uk-essen.de

Anete Matisa Dr Ina Pretzell Janine Scholz
Team Leader, Senior Physician, Advisor, Marketing
Tumour Documentation Molecular Tumour Board and Communications
anete.matisa@uk-essen.de and Molecular Diagnostics +49 201 723-6543

+49 201 723-83210 janine.scholz@uk-essen.de

Ina.pretzell@uk-essen.de
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Essen

Michael Brenzel Leonard Engert Anke Fleischhauer Lara Granzow Nina Reckert

Advisor for External Coordinator, DNPM Location Coordination Project Coordinator Administration
Funding and Controlling Event Management +49 201 723-3882 for OPTILATER/EUnetCCC and Secretariat

+49 201 723-83114 +49 201 723-1903 anke.fleischhauer@uk-essen.de +49 201 723-83784 +49 201 723-1614
michael.brenzel@uk-essen.de leonard.engert@uk-essen.de lara.pfeiffer@uk-essen.de nina.reckert@uk-essen.de

Wibke Bomholt Melanie Jeanette Schulz Dr Simon Strietholt Herman-Josef ten Thije
Coordinator, Networks ONCOnnect Outreach Manager, Data Integration Manager CCCE Clinical Trial Systems Specialist
and Reporting Project and Process Management +49 201 723-6163 +49 201 723-77415

+49 201 723-1904 Cooperations, Personnel simon.strietholt@uk-essen.de herman-joseftenthije@uk-essen.de
wibke.bomholt@uk-essen.de +49 201 723-83213

melaniejeanette.schulz@uk-essen.de
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Essen

Katharina Kaminski Kristina Hardt Dr Miriam Gotte Simon Basteck Dr Suzan Botzenhardt
Advisor, Patients’ Networks Project Leader for WTZ Head of Sport and Sport and Exercise Sport and Exercise

and Self-Help, Team Leader OncoPartners, Patient Exercise Therapy WTZ Therapy WTZ Therapy WTZ

for Patient Involvement Involvement & Self-Help miriam.goette@uk-essen.de +49 201 723-3324 +49 201 723-84845

+49 201 723-1603 +49 201 723-85885 simon.basteck@uk-essen.de suzan.botzenhardt@uk-essen.de
katharina.kaminski@uk-essen.de kristina.hardt@uk-essen.de

Dr Maria Josten Catharina Spohr Dr Theresa Heering Marie Wolf Seara Annika Tomanek

Project Manager Self-Help OncoPartners Project, Sport and Exercise Therapy WTZ Sport Therapy/Oncology WTZ Essen

and Patient Involvement WTZ Patient Involvement & +49 201 723-4898 Research and Therapy Sport and Exercise Therapy WTZ
Patient Coordination NCT West Self-Help theresa.heering@uk-essen.de +49 201 723-84845 +49 201 723-4898

+49 201 723 83781 +49 201 723 7384 Marie WolfSeara@uk-essen.de annika.tomanek@uk-essen.de
maria.josten@uk-essen.de catharina.spohr@uk-essen.de

maria.josten@nct-west.de
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Miinster

Prof Annalen Bleckmann Prof Philipp Lenz Dr Klaus Wethmar Antje Duda Geraldine Hennebohl Birgit Storm

Director WTZ General Manager WTZ Senior Physician, Coordinator, Coordinator, WTZ Consortium Secretariat

+49 251 83-57655 +49 251 83-57655 Molecular Tumour Board Oncological Center and Funding Programmes +49 251 83-57655

annalen.bleckmann@ukmuenster.de philipp.lenz@ukmuenster.de +49 251 83-57655 +49 251 83-58576 +49 251 83-51621 birgit.storm@ukmuenster.de
klaus.wethmar@ukmuenster.de antje.duda@ukmuenster.de geraldine.henneboehl@ukmuenster.de

Julia Beusing-Markmann Vanessa Schiicker Dr Stefanie Gogel Patricia Liersch Heike Duhme Silke Brandl
Coordination of Patient Patient Involvement, Studies Coordination Communications Advisor Clinical Cancer Registry Clinical Cancer Registry
Involvement/Self-Help, Coordination OncoCARE Plus, +49 2571 83-50047 +49 251 83-54043 +49 2571 83-58575 +49 251 83-57143
OncoPartners Project OncoPartners Project stefanie.goegel@ukmuenster.de patricia.liersch@ukmuenster.de heike.duhme@ukmuenster.de silke.brandl@ukmuenster.de
+49 251 83-51611 +49 251 83-50067

julia.beusing-markmann@ukmuenster.de vanessa.schuecker@ukmuenster.de
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Miinster

Dr Milena Lubisch Dr Matthias von Darl Dr Christian Eimermacher David GroRekathofer Dr Kim Falkenberg Dr Laura Braun
Coordination Coordination Molecular Tumour Board Coordinator for Pilot Projects, Diagnostic Molecular Diagnostic Molecular
Molecular Tumour Board Molecular Tumour Board christian.eimermacher@ukmuenster.de Oncological Diseases Pathology, DNPM Pathology, DNPM
milena.lubisch@ukmuenster.de matthias.vondarl@ukmuenster.de david.grossekathoefer@ukmuenster.de kim.falkenberg@ukmuenster.de braun.laura@ukmuenster.de

Florian Reichmuth Dr Mira Meyer-Acs Dr Sigrid Schiiller-Ravoo Melanie Ramm, Dipl.-Psych. Anika Kreutzer

IT Applications Programmer, Project Manager ONCOnnect, Project Manager ONCOnnect, Young with Cancer, Young with Cancer,

DNPM EUnetCCC EUnetCCC Counselling for Children Psycho-oncology at WTZ

florian.reichmuth@ukmuenster.de mira.meyer-acs@ukmuenster.de sigrid.schueller-ravoo@ukmuenster.de of Parents with Cancer jmk@ukmuenster.de
jmk@ukmuenster.de
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Miinster

Petra Flick Sandra Hermes Tanja Konig-Hermes Stefan Kordylewski Mara Muller Julia Pohlmann
OncoCARE Plus OncoCARE Plus OncoCARE Plus OncoCARE Plus OncoCARE Plus OncoCARE Plus

Care Counselling at WTZ Care Counselling at WTZ Care Counselling at WTZ Care Counselling at WTZ Care Counselling at WTZ Care Counselling at WTZ
oncocareplus@ukmuenster.de oncocareplus@ukmuenster.de oncocareplus@ukmuenster.de oncocareplus@ukmuenster.de oncocareplus@ukmuenster.de oncocareplus@ukmuenster.de

Jana Bauer Dr Johanna Engl Dr Pia Mollers Dr Markus Ramm Theresia Vordermark
NEOPRO-SIT Oncological Training NEOPRO-SIT NEOPRO-SIT NEOPRO-SIT
neoprosit@ukmuenster.de and Exercise Therapy neoprosit@ukmuenster.de neoprosit@ukmuenster.de neoprosit@ukmuenster.de

johanna.engl@ukmuenster.de
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